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Mission Statement

Mars Hill College, an academic community rooted in the Christian faith,
challenges and equips students to pursue intellectual, spiritual, and personal
growth through an education that is:
* grounded in a rigorous study of the Liberal Arts
* connected with the world of work
* committed to character development, to service, and to responsible
citizenship in the community, the region, and the world.
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Mars Hill College reserves the right to add or drop programs and courses, to institute new requirements, and to change its calendar.
Inclusion in this catalog, therefore, does not constitute a guarantee that a particular course or program will be offered or that a
requirement or policy may not be modified. The college will attempt to minimize the inconvenience to students, should changes be
necessary.
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About the College

What one first notices about the Mars Hill
College campus is the unusual combination

of the old and the new, the traditional and the
modern. A two-story brick building, Founders
Hall, erected in 1892, stands in stark simplicity
alongside a contemporary three-story structure,
Blackwell Hall. The programs described in

this catalog also reflect the merging of the
traditional and the contemporary. At Mars Hill
College we are conscious of both the enduring
core values of our heritage and the demands of
the twenty-first century.

The old symbolically represents the rich
150-year heritage of Mars Hill College and

its tradition of serving thousands of young
people from throughout North Carolina, the
United States, and the world. The traditional
also points to the strong emphasis, throughout
our existence, on providing students a broad
liberal arts education which includes academic
skills and knowledge that have been valued

for centuries; and we celebrate our Baptist
roots which are a significant part of our long
commitment to education in a Christian
context.

The new, the modern, symbolically represents
the commitment of Mars Hill to offering the
kind of education that will make our students
aware of the practical benefits of the knowledge
and skills provided by a liberal arts education. It
also speaks of our continuing efforts to consider
the needs of the community and of society in
our programs, our facilities, and our technology.

In the fusing of the traditional and the
modern, Mars Hill College asserts that we
value, cultivate, and build on a rich heritage
of liberal arts education; and we strive to give
our students the skills and knowledge they
will need to adapt to and function well in the
rapidly changing world which they will enter.

o Mars Hill College

We intend to empower our graduates for service
and leadership within their chosen vocations.

Our Mountain Home

Mars Hill College is located in one of the most
beautiful and healthful regions of the Eastern
United States, the mountains of Western North
Carolina. The town, which derives its name
from the college, has a population of about
1,700. It is 18 miles north of Asheville (via the
new Interstate 26), which is the largest city in
the western third of the state with a population
of approximately 70,400. Asheville has the
sophisticated attractions of a major urban
center, and is known for its quality arts, crafts,
and music offerings. Its annual Bele Chere
festival each summer draws about 300,000
people. The campus is 10 miles east of Marshall,
the county seat of Madison County.

From the 194-acre campus, which has an
elevation of 2,330 feet, an inspiring panorama
of lofty peaks may be viewed, including the
Craggies, Clingman’s Peak and Pisgah. Such
scenic attractions as Mount Mitchell, Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, Craggy
Gardens, Linville Falls and Cavern, Biltmore
House and Gardens, Big Bald Mountain, and
the Blue Ridge Parkway are within easy driving
distance.

Located in a small town surrounded by
mountains, rivers, woods and all the outdoor
activities they offer, the college’s environment
offers ample opportunity for study and
reflection. In this place a student can find
guidance and develop skills and inspiration for a
successful life.



History of the College

Mars Hill College is the oldest educational
institution on its original site in western North
Carolina. It was founded by a small group of
pioneer citizens, descendents of the original settlers
of the area. They erected a modest building on

a tract of land given by Edward Carter. Most of
the work was done by voluntary labor; some was
performed by an Asheville contractor.

The school opened in the fall of 1856 as the French
Broad Baptist Academy, taking its name from the
association of churches in which it was located.
The first president was W. A. G. Brown. He was
succeeded in 1858 by the Rev. J. B. Marsh of
Binghamton, NY, who served until the outbreak of
the Civil War in 1861.

On February 16, 1859, the school was chartered

by the North Carolina General Assembly as Mars
Hill College, a name suggested by trustee Lewis
Palmer (1791-1874) based on scripture form the
Bible’s Acts 17:22, “Then Paul stood in the midst of
Mars Hill . . .” The charter gave the college power

to confer “all such degrees and marks of literary
distinction as are usually conferred in colleges or
seminaries of learning.”

During the first two years of the Civil War, the
school remained in operation, but it was closed
from 1863 until 1865. After the war the institution
was kept alive by the heroic efforts of local men and
women. Fourteen men filled the presidency during
the next 32 years.

The election of Dr. R. L. Moore as president in
1897 was, in a sense, a second founding. Under his
leadership the college grew continuously, its assets
multiplied, and its character as an institution of
higher education was firmly established.

During most of its early history the college was
operated as an academy or boarding high school,
but it did offer some college-level courses. In 1921
it was reorganized as a junior college and became a
successful pioneer in that field.
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In 1938, after 41 years of distinctive service, Dr.
Moore retired from the presidency. A scholarly
member of the faculty, Dr. Hoyt Blackwell, was
unanimously selected as his successor. Under Dr.
Blackwell’s leadership the progress of the school
continued. High standards were maintained,
facilities were expanded and improved, and the
curriculum was revised.

In 1960 the Baptist State Convention approved
plans for converting Mars Hill into a senior college.
The junior year was added in 1962-63, and the first

baccalaureate degrees were awarded in May 1964.

After 28 years of
distinguished service as
president Dr. Blackwell
retired; and on July 1,

1966, he was succeeded

by Dr. Fred Blake Bentley,
at that time the youngest
college president in the
nation. Taking “Emphasis
on Excellence” as the

creed of his administration,
he guided Mars Hill

to accreditation as a

senior college, led faculty
development and curriculum
innovation, and fostered
numerous other educational
and physical advances. After
almost 30 years in the
presidency, he retired in
February, 1996. In March,
1996, Dr. A. Max Lennon
(Class of 1960) returned

to Mars Hill College as
President, and served until
January, 2002.

The Mars Hill College
Board of Trustees named
Dan G. Lunsford (Class of
1969) as Interim President
in January 2002, and

in May 2003, the Board
of Trustees affirmed his
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leadership by naming him President of the college.
Dr. Lunsford earned his B.A. in Elementary
Education from Mars Hill, and a M. A. and Ed.D.
in Education Administration from the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. Dr. Lunsford

had a long career in public education in North
Carolina and returned to Mars Hill College in
1998 as Dean of the School of Education and
Leadership. President Lunsford now leads Mars
Hill into its sesquicentennial. As this celebration
of the institution unfolds, the new buildings are
under construction, programs are being enhanced,
and student activities expanded. The history of the
college is rich and the future is bright.



Calendar for 2006-08

Fall Semester 2006

August7 . .. ... ACCESS first short term begins
August7-10 . . ... ... ACCESS registration
August 14-17 . . .. ... ... ... Faculty workshop
August17 . . ... ..o Residence halls open for new freshmen & transfer students
Orientation begins
August20 . .. ... Residence halls open for returning students
August21 . ... ..o Registration & clearance of Stops
ACCESS full-term classes begin
August22 ... ... L. Traditional classes begin at 8 a.m.
August25 . . .. ... Last day for faculty to drop a student from class for non-
attendance
August28 . . .. ... Last day for registration, schedule adjustment, internship
applications
August29 . ... ..o Opening Convocation
August 29-September 18 . . . .. ... Schedule drop period
September9 . . ... ... Bascom Lamar Lunsford Music Festival
September 18 . . . . .. ... ... Last day for dropping a class without transcript entry
October7 . . .. ... ... .... Madison County Heritage Festival
October2-6 . . . ... ........ Mid-semester Evaluation Week
Major and/or advisor changes
October9 . . . ... ........ ACCESS second short term begins
October9-13 . . . .. ... ... ... Founders Week
October 13 . . . . .. ... ..... Mid-semester evaluations due
October 14 . . . . ... ....... Homecoming
Alumni Day
October20 . . .. .......... Fall Break begins at end of classes
October25 . . . . . .. ... .. .. Fall Break ends, classes resume at 8 a.m.
October26 . . ... ... .. .... Last day to withdraw from a class with grade of “W”
October 30-November3 . . . .. ... ... ... Early registration
November3 . .. ... ... ..... Deadline for juniors/seniors to indicate S/U grade option
November 18 . . . . . ... ... ... PRAXIS Test administration
November2l . .. ... ... ..... Thanksgiving holidays begin at close of classes
November22 . . ... ... .. ... .. Administrative offices close at noon for Thanksgiving holiday
November27 . . . ... .. ... ... Classes resume at 8 a.m.
Offices reopen
December1 . ... ... ....... Christmas Concert
December5 . . . ... ... ... .. Last day of regular classes
December6 . . . .. ... ... ... Reading Day
Evening exams begin
December7 . . ... ... ... ... Regular day exams begin
December13 . . . .. ... ... ... Examinations end
Christmas holidays begin
December 14 . . . ... ... ..... Final grades posted by faculty
December 15 . . . . .. ... ... .. Graduation exercises

Administrative offices close for Christmas holidays
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Spring Semester 2007

January 2
January 2-5
January 2-8
January 13

January 14
January 15

January 16
January 19

January 22

January 23

January 23—February 12

February 2-3
February 12

February 28—-March 2

March 5-9
March 12-16
March 7
March 9
March 14
March 19
March 20
April 2-5
April 6
April 9
April 24
May 2

Summer Terms 2007

° Mars Hill College

May 28—June 30
July 2—-August 4

Administrative offices open

ACCESS first short term begins

ACCESS registration

Residence halls open for new freshmen & transfer students
Orientation begins

Residence halls open for returning students

Registration & clearance of Stops

ACCESS full-term classes begin

Traditional classes begin at 8 a.m.

Last day for faculty to drop a student from class for non-
attendance

Last day for registration, schedule adjustment, internship
applications

Opening Convocation

Schedule drop period

Choral Festival

Last day for dropping a class without transcript entry
Mid-semester Evaluation Week

Major and/or advisor changes

ACCESS second short term begins

Mid-semester evaluations due

Spring Break begins at end of classes

Administrative offices reopen after Spring Break

Spring Break ends, classes resume at 8 a.m.

Last day to withdraw from a class with grade of “W”
Early registration

Good Friday holiday

Deadline for juniors/seniors to indicate S/U grade option
Community Service Convocation

Last day of regular classes

Reading Day

Evening exams begin

Regular day exams begin

Examinations end

Final grades posted by faculty

Graduation exercises



Fall Semester 2007

August6-11 . . .. .. ... ... ACCESS first short term begins
August6-10 . . . .. ... ... ... ACCESS registration
August13 . .. ... ... Faculty workshop
August16 . . . ... ... Residence halls open for new freshmen & transfer students
Orientation begins
August19 . . .. ... Residence halls open for returning students
August20 . ... ... Registration & clearance of Stops
ACCESS full-term classes begin
August2l . .. ... L. Traditional classes begin at 8 a.m.
August24 . ... ... Last day for faculty to drop a student from class for non-
attendance
August27 ... ... Last day for registration, schedule adjustment, internship
applications
August28 . ... ..o Opening Convocation
August 28-September 17 . . . . . . ... L. Schedule drop period
September 8 . . . .. ... ... Bascom Lamar Lunsford Music Festival
September 17 . . . . . ... ... Last day for dropping a class without transcript entry
October6 . . . . ... ... .... Madison County Heritage Festival
October 1-5 . . . .. ... ... ... Mid-semester Evaluation Week
October 8-12 . . . . . ... ... ... Major and/or advisor changes
October 8-13 . . . .. ... ... ... ACCESS second term begins
October9 . . ... ... ... ... Founders Week
October 10 . . . . . ... ... ... Mid-semester evaluations due
October 12 . . . . . ... ... ... Fall Break begins at end of classes
October 17 . . . . . ... ... ... Fall Break ends, classes resume at 8 a.m.
October 18 . . . . . ... .. .. .. Last day to withdraw from a class with grade of “W”
October 29-November2 . . . . . ... ... ... Early registration
November2 . .. ... ........ Deadline for juniors/seniors to indicate S/U grade option
November20 . . .. ... ... .... Thanksgiving holidays begin at close of classes
November21 . . .. ... ... ... .. Administrative offices close at noon for Thanksgiving holiday
November26 . ... ... ... .. .. Classes resume at 8 a.m.
Offices reopen
November30 . ... ... ... .... Christmas Concert
December4 . . . ... .. ... ... Last day of regular classes
December5 . ... ... ... .. .. Reading Day
Evening exams begin
December 6 . . . ... ... ... .. Regular day exams begin
December 12 . . . . .. ... ... .. Examinations end
Christmas holidays begin
December 13 . . . . .. ... ... .. Final grades posted by faculty
December 14 . . . . .. ... ... .. Graduation exercises

Administrative offices close for Christmas holidays
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Spring Semester 2008

January 7-12
January 7-11
January 2
January 12

January 13
January 14

January 15
January 18

January 21

January 22
January 22—February 11
February 1-2
February 11
March 3

March 3-7
March 3-7
March 10-15
March 12

March 14

March 19

March 21

March 24

March 25

March 31-April 4
April 4

April 28

April 30

May 1

Summer Terms 2008

May 26-June 28
June 30—August 2
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ACCESS first short term begins

ACCESS registration

Administrative offices open

Residence halls open for new freshmen & transfer students
Orientation begins

Residence halls open for returning students

Registration & clearance of Stops

ACCESS full-term classes begin

Traditional classes begin at 8 a.m.

Last day for faculty to drop a student from class for non-
attendance

Last day for registration, schedule adjustment, internship
applications

Opening Convocation

Schedule drop period

Choral Festival

Last day for dropping a class without transcript entry
PRAXIS Test administration

Mid-semester Evaluation Week

Major and/or advisor changes

ACCESS second short term begins

Mid-semester evaluations due

Spring Break begins at end of classes

Administrative offices reopen after Spring Break

Good Friday holiday

Spring Break ends, classes resume at 8 a.m.

Last day to withdraw from a class with grade of “W”
Early registration

Deadline for juniors/seniors to indicate S/U grade option
PRAXIS Test administration

Last day of regular classes

Reading Day

Evening exams begin

Regular day exams begin

Examinations end

Final grades posted by faculty

Graduation exercises



Semester Exam Schedules

Fall Semester 2006 Exam Schedule

Reading Day: Wednesday, December 6
Wednesday classes meeting at 5:00 p.m. or later will have exam on Wednesday, December 6.

Exam Times: 8—-10 am 1lam—1 pm 2:30—4:30 pm
Thursday, December 7 9 MWEF 3 MWF 2 MWEF
Friday, December 8 11 MWF 8 MWF 1 MWF
Monday, December 11 8 TR 10 MWF 1 TR
Tuesday, December 12 11 TR 12 MWF 4 MWFE
Wednesday, December 13 3 TR Conflicts

Classes that meet at or after 5 p.m.: Exam at regularly scheduled time during exam week.
Classes that meet on Saturday: Exam at regularly scheduled time on final Saturday of class.

Spring Semester 2007 Exam Schedule

Reading Day: Thursday, May 3
Thursday Classes meeting at 5:00 p.m. or later will have exam on Thursday, May 3.

Exam Times: 8—10 am 1lam—1 pm 2:30—4:30 pm
Friday, May 4 9 MWF 3 MWF 2 MWF
Saturday, May 5 11 TR 4 MWF

Monday, May 7 11 MWF 8 MWF 1 MWF
Tuesday, May 8 8 TR 10 MWEF 1 TR
Wednesday, May 9 12 MWEF 3TR Conflicts

Classes that meet at or after 5 p.m.: Exam at regularly scheduled time during exam week.
Classes that meet on Saturday: Exam at regularly scheduled time on final Saturday of class.
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Fall Semester 2007 Exam Schedule
Reading Day: Wednesday, December 5

Wednesday classes meeting at 5:00 p.m. or later will have exam on Wednesday, December 5.

Exam Times: 8—-10 am 1lam—1 pm 2:30—4:30 pm
Thursday, December 6 9 MWF 3 MWF 2 MWF
Friday, December 7 11 MWF 8 MWF 1 MWFE
Monday, December 10 8 TR 10 MWF 1 TR
Tuesday, December 11 11 TR 12 MWF 4 MWF
Wednesday, December 12 3TR Conflicts

Classes that meet at or after 5 p.m.: Exam at regularly scheduled time during exam week.
Classes that meet on Saturday: Exam at regularly scheduled time on final Saturday of class.

Spring Semester 2008 Exam Schedule
Reading Day: Thursday, May 1

Thursday Classes meeting at 5:00 p.m. or later will have exam on Thursday, May 1.

Exam Times: 8—10 am 1lam—1 pm 2:30—4:30 pm
Friday, May 2 9 MWF 3 MWF 2 MWF
Saturday, May 3 12 MWF 4 MWF

Monday, May 5 11 MWF 8 MWF 1 MWF
Tuesday, May 6 8 TR 10 MWF 1 TR
Wednesday, May 7 11 TR 3TR Conflicts

Classes that meet at or after 5 p.m.: Exam at regularly scheduled time during exam week.
Classes that meet on Saturday: Exam at regularly scheduled time on final Saturday of class.

@ Mars Hill College



Telephone Directory

Academic Departments Ext. Services Ext.
Academic Dean Blackwell 1156 ACCESS Continuing Education Center/
Art Moore 1209 Summer School Spilman 1166
Biology Wall Science 1144 Bookstore Main Street 1248
Business Administration Cornwell 1238 Campus Security Wren College Union 1230
Center for Service Learning/ Campus Post Office Wren College Union 1411
Internships Renfro 1162 CARA (Center for Assessment
Chemistry Wall Science 1144 and Research Alliances) 1337
Education Memorial 1204 Chaplain (Campus Minister) Bentley Fellowship Hall 1128
English Cornwell 1238 Conferences/Events Spilman 1167
Fashion Merchandising Wall Science 1144 Counseling Services Robinson Bldg. 1196
Foreign Languages Cornwell 1238 Housing/Residential Living ~ Wren College Union 1253
Health/PE/Recreation Chambers 1212 Information Desk—Students ~ Wren College Union 1135
History Cornwell 1238 LifeWorks Renfro 1162
International Education Cornwell 1238 Media Center Harris Media Center 1125
Library Renfro 1244 Student Support Services Marshbanks 1380
Mathematics Wall Science 1144 Upward Bound Program Marshbanks 1251
Music Moore 1209 Wellness Center Robinson Bldg. 1243
Religion Cornwell 1238
Political Science Founders 1338
Psychology Founders 1332 Ramsey Center for Regional Studies Ext.
Social Work Founders 1336
Sociology Founders 1456 Rural Life Museum Montague 1424
Theatre Arts Spilman 1203 Appalachian Room Renfro 1394
Ramsey Center Renfro 1262
Administrative Departments Ext.
Sports Ext.
Admissions Blackwell 1201
Alumni Blackwell 1102 Athletics Chambers Gym 1213
Business Office Blackwell 1100 Sports Information Director ~Chambers Gym 1373
College Information
and Reception Blackwell 1307
Institutional Advancement  Blackwell 1102 Student Activities Ext.
Facilities Management Crooked Street 1246
Financial Aid Blackwell 1123 Student Life Office Wren College Union 1253
Food Services: Student Government Wren College Union 1254
Dining Hall Pittman Dining Hall 1221 Student Publications
Snack Bar Wren College Union 1258 Cadenza Wren College Union 1420
Ice Cream Shop Spilman Porch 1321 Hilltop Marshbanks 1419
Human Resources Harris Media Center 1275 Laurel Marshbanks 1419
Information Technology
Services Wall Science 1346 Theatre Ext.
IT Help Desk Wall Science 1444 Information/Box Office Owen Theatre 1239
Public Information Blackwell 1298 Southern Appalachian
President’s Office Blackwell 1141 Repertory Theatre (SART)  Owen Theatre 1384
Registrar Blackwell 1151
Emergency (Campus Security) 1230
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Admissions

Mars Hill College offers admission to all qualified
applicants. However, early submission of all
required documents is encouraged to ensure timely
processing and financial aid counseling. Admission
decisions are made on a rolling basis, usually within
one week of the receipt of a complete application.
Further, all rights generally accorded to students
are made without regard to race, color, religion,
national or ethnic origin, sex, or impairment of the
student. The college affirms its intent to comply
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title IX, and
other relevant civil rights laws.

Campus Visits

All students interested in attending Mars Hill
College are strongly encouraged to attend a campus
visit. The visit will allow the student to meet
faculty, admissions and financial aid staff, and take
a campus tour. Contact the admissions office at

admissions@mbhc.edu or call 1-866-MHC-4YOU.

Freshmen

Candidates must submit an application, a $25
application fee, official high school transcript, and
SAT or ACT scores. A personal essay is strongly
recommended. The transcript must be from an
accredited educational institution. Applicants are
encouraged to complete a minimum of 18 units
with a C average or better on college preparatory
units. Such units should include 4 English, 2
History, 2 Natural Science, and 3 Mathematics. It
is reccommended that the balance include 2 Foreign
Language and/or 1 Computer Science unit. A final
transcript certifying high school graduation must
be submitted prior to the first day of class. Failure
to submit official transcripts from all colleges
attended and failure to submit official final high
school transcripts will result in the suspension of
financial aid. The General Equivalency Diploma
(GED) is acceptable certification of diploma.
However, the incomplete high school transcript

must be submitted in addition to the GED.
Homeschool students must provide documentation
showing registration with the North Carolina
Division of Non-Public Education or with an
equivalent agency.

Transfer Students

Candidates must submit the application for
admission, $25 application fee, official high school
transcripts, SAT or ACT scores (these may be
waived if 15 or more transferable semester hours
have been earned), and official college transcripts
from all previous institutions.

Transcript evaluations are completed once an offer
of admission is made to the student. Credit is
granted on a course-to-course basis and all transfer
credits, including grades and quality points, will be
entered on the student’s transcript.

Transcripts from institutions not accredited by a
regional accrediting agency will be evaluated on a
course-to-course basis when the student submits
the course descriptions, course syllabi, and faculty
credentials. The Registrar, in cooperation with the
department chairpersons, will determine credit to

be granted.

Although a student may transfer more than 68
hours of credit from a community college, he/she
must complete 60 semester hours at the senior
college (4-year) level. In order to receive a degree
from Mars Hill College at student must earn the
last 32 semester hours at Mars Hill (12 in the
major) with at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point
average.

Transfer Credit under the North
Carolina Comprehensive Articulation
Agreement

Mars Hill College participates in the North
Carolina Comprehensive Articulation Agreement
which provides for transfer of credits from the
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North Carolina Community Colleges. Students
who have completed the core curriculum in

a college transfer program, as outlined in the
NCCAA, and apply to study any major at Mars
Hill College will receive general education core
credit* for their credits from a North Carolina
Community College. Students completing the
associate degree will enter Mars Hill with junior
classification, and most majors can be completed
within two years. Some professional programs may
require additional semesters of study. Students
entering Mars Hill under this transfer agreement
must also meet the minimum levels of residency
credit outlining above.

*Students entering the ACCESS program at Mars
Hill will be required to take the LAA 101 Reflective
Life Experience general education class.

International Students

Any student who has not established legal residency
in the United States is considered an international
student for admission purposes. Such candidates
must submit the following information to the
Admission Office for consideration: 1) application
with $25 application fee, 2) two letters of
recommendation from individuals who can attest to
academic ability and personal character, 3) official
transcripts from previous or current institutions
(translated into English if necessary), 4) SAT, ACT
or TOEFL scores, 5) national examination results,
such as A levels (United Kingdom), Baccalaureate
(France), 6) a financial statement certifying the
student’s ability to meet college and personal
expenses, and 7) official documentation from
banks and/or corporate sponsors or government
ministry verifying financial ability to meet the costs
of education for one year. Admission decisions are
made on a rolling basis. However, it is strongly
recommended that international students have their
completed applications submitted early to allow for
1-20 processing.

A comprehensive orientation to the college as
well as academic and personal counseling is
specially prepared for international students.
The International Club provides casual outings,

o Mars Hill College

speaking opportunities in the community, and
good fellowship for all students. The college is

an institutional member of both the National
Association of Foreign Student Affairs and the
Institute of International Education. Mars Hill
College has limited financial aid for international
students. Further inquiry concerning international
students may be directed to the Admission Office.

Readmission

Students who withdraw from Mars Hill College
for any reason must apply for readmission through
the Admissions Office. Students who receive a
medical withdrawal from Mars Hill College may
be eligible for readmission after a full semester or
summer term away, and with the recommendation
from the attending treatment provider. Medical
documentation must include the recommendation
that the student’s condition has improved to the
point that he/she is able to effectively resume
enrollment at the college. Medical clearance by the
College Medical Director or Director of Counseling
is required before readmission is approved. All
transcripts from other institutions attended during
this absence must be submitted to the Admission
Office. Further, students who discontinue their
enrollment for one year or more will be under the
requirements of the catalog in effect at the time of
readmission.

Generally a student’s catalog of entry is considered
his/her catalog for general education, major,

and minor requirements as long as he/she is
continuously enrolled full-time. However, when
significant general education, major, or minor
requirements change, the student may be required
(or may choose) to complete the requirements, with
appropriate substitutions, in a subsequent catalog.
Full-time or part-time students not completing a
degree within six years may be required to complete
current catalog requirements.

Readmission After Academic
Suspension

Students who leave Mars Hill College while on

academic probation or who have been suspended



for academic reasons, will only be accepted

for readmission if they have attended another
accredited institution and raised their cumulative
grade point average to that required for academic
good standing for their classification upon
readmission.

In exceptional cases, the Admissions, Academic
Standards and Financial Aid Committee may vote
to readmit a student who does not qualify under
the previous conditions, if, and only if, 1) it is
possible for the student to attain good standing
within one semester of readmission without taking
an overload and 2) the student’s previous academic
record at Mars Hill College gives strong indication
that the requisite grades to attain good standing
will be attained.

In no case will a student suspended for academic
reasons from Mars Hill College be readmitted to
the college more than three times.

Early Admission

High school students of exceptional ability and
motivation may begin their college careers through
either summer or regular semester enrollment
while continuing their high school education.
Such credits will apply toward a degree at Mars
Hill College. All candidates must follow the
application process for regular freshmen, submit
recommendations from two high school personnel
with regard to psychological, social, and academic
readiness, and request an interview with the
Director of Admission. Federal financial assistance
is unavailable for early admission students.

Dual Enrollment

High school juniors or seniors, or equivalent status,
who wish to take classes at Mars Hill College
under dual enrollment may do so if they meet the
following criteria:

1. Student must submit an application for
admission to Mars Hill College;

2. Student must submit a letter of
recommendation from both a guidance

counselor and a high school principal,
(homeschool students may omit this section);

3. Student must submit a copy of high school
transcripts that show they are in good academic
standing.

4. Any student who chooses to take a physical
education class and/or 4 semester hours or
more at Mars Hill College must also submit a
medical examination form and immunization
records as required by state law.

* A fee for each course is $195. Students are
responsible for purchasing their books and other
necessary materials.

* Mars Hill College facilities are available for
these students and their parents/guardians at
no extra cost (excluding course-specific fees),
which include Renfro Library, computer labs,

and Curriculum Library (located in Nash
Building).

* Students are limited to three courses per
semester. It is strongly recommended that
students register for high school classes as
a contingency plan. Only freshman and
sophomore classes will be offered to dual
enrollment students, unless otherwise approved.
Regular admission Mars Hill College students
have priority over classes that a dual or home
school student may desire.

Medical Examination Forms

North Carolina law provides that “no person shall
attend a college or university unless a certificate
of immunization indicating that the person

has received immunizations required by North
Carolina General Statute is presented to the
college or university on or before the first day of
enrollment.”

A Certificate of Medical Examination form, which
includes space for the listing of the required
immunizations, must be completed, submitted

to the Admission Office, and approved by the
Manager of Health Services before the student is
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permitted to register for classes. Failure to submit
the completed medical form prior to registration
could result in delayed registration or inability to
register at all. International students must present
the medical form upon arrival, and athletes will not
be permitted to dress out and practice until this
form is submitted.

Policy on Persons with Disabilities

Mars Hill College affirms its intent to comply
with federal regulations regarding persons with
disabilities, specifically with Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990. The college does

not discriminate on the basis of disability in
employment or admissions, and the college makes
reasonable accommodations as needed for persons
with documented disabilities. Questions and
grievances should be directed to the Committee on
Disabilities at PO Box 6714, or to ccain@mhc.edu.

Adult ACCESS: Accelerated Credit/
Continuing Education/Summer School

Mars Hill College offers accelerated degree
completion programs evenings and weekends to
working adults who have full-time jobs and family
responsibilities and who wish to continue their
education toward a Bachelor’s degree or licensure in
education. ACCESS classes are offered on campus
and in Asheville, Burnsville, Hendersonville,
Marion, and Waynesville/Clyde. Enrollment may
be for one course or for several. Majors offered in
ACCESS include Education, Special Education,
Business Management, and Social Work. Licensure
programs are offered in Education and English as

a Second Language. A limited amount of credit
may be earned through credit by examinations,
internships, and independent study. These options
are the same as for regular students.

Adult ACCESS students should submit a special
ACCESS application and all high school and
college transcripts to the ACCESS office and pay
the regular $25 fee. The SAT and ACT scores are
not required for ACCESS applicants. Admissions
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decisions are made on a rolling basis, usually within
two weeks of receipt of the completed applications.

Continuing Education in ACCESS coordinates
camps, conferences and lifelong learning and
enrichment programs on- and off-campus during
the summer and throughout the academic year.
ACCESS develops and sponsors Elderhostel,
corporate education and training, and learning
programs such as the Blue Ridge Old Time
Music Week, the Christian Study and Fellowship
Conference and the Mars Hill College Summer
Band Camp.

Further inquiry about ACCESS and the two
sessions of Summer School it administers on- and
off-campus can be obtained by contacting the Dean
of ACCESS or by calling (828) 689-1166 or 1-800-
582-3047, or visiting the Web site at www.mhec.
edu/ACCESS.asp. You are also invited to visit our
offices in Spilman Hall.



Financial Information

Expenses

Current charges for tuition, fees, housing, and
campus dining can be found on the college Web
site (www.mhc.edu) under Admissions > Tuition
& Fees. Bills are sent to students prior to each
semester and they must be paid in full.

Dining fees: All Freshmen living on campus must
have the Blue Meal Plan (19 meals per week). All
other students can choose from the alternative meal
plans listed in the Food Services section, page 8.

Part-time fees: All part-time students (those taking
fewer than 12 credit hours) pay per credit hour
instead of the full-time tuition charge.

Auditing a course: A fee is charged for auditing a
course. A full-time student may audit one course
free of charge, but will be charged a fee if the

course requires the use of special supplies.

Single room: The cost of a private room, when
available, will be the regular charge for one person
plus 50 percent of that charge.

Textbooks: Estimated at $500 for each semester,
textbooks are available in the College Bookstore
along with other school supplies. All purchases

are on a cash or credit card (Visa/Discover/Master
Card) basis. A limited supply of secondhand books
may be purchased at considerable savings.

Summer School Costs.

Charges for summer school are also found on the
college Web site (www.mhc.edu). Along with a
registration fee, tuition is charged on a per credit
hour basis. Housing and meal plans are also
available.

Other Charges 2006-2007

Listed below are other charges that apply in
particular situations.

Application fee (non refundable)
varies depending on whether student is
categorized as “traditional” or “ACCESS”
Applied Music (charged per credit hour)
Accompanist Fee
Credit by Exam (charged per credit hour)
Dual Enrollment (charged per course)
Overload (charged per credit hour)'
Reflective Life Credit (charged per credit hour)
Facilities Cost Recovery Fee?

! Charged to students carrying more than 20
hours during regular semester (exclusive of
applied music courses) or 9 hours during a five-
week summer term.

2 If students are allowed to break their MHC
housing and food service contract during the
academic year, there will be a facilities cost
recovery fee.
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Schedule Of Payments

Each semester’s expenses must be paid in full by
the due date. The Business Office mails statements
in June for the fall semester payment that is due

in July and in December for the spring semester
payment that is due in January. A mid-semester
billing may be necessary for any miscellaneous fees
not known at the time of registration.

All charges are due and payable in accordance
with this schedule. Students who do not make the
required payments promptly may be suspended
from school.

Final official high school and college
transcripts are required before financial aid
will be disbursed. Failure to submit these
transcripts will result in loss of financial aid.

For Fall Semester

Advanced tuition payment: (a) $250 for incoming
residential students payable within three weeks of
the date of acceptance for admission, (b) $150 for
incoming non-residential students, and (c) $150 for
continuing students. The advanced tuition payment
is fully refundable to incoming students until May
1.

For Spring Semester

Advanced tuition payment: (a) $250 for incoming
residential students payable within three weeks of
the date of acceptance and (b) $150 for incoming
non-residential students. The deposit is fully
refundable to incoming students until December 1.

Veterans

Special payment arrangements will be made for
students receiving educational benefits. Please
contact the Business Office by July 1.

Monthly Payment Plan

Some students and their parents may be unable to
meet the preceding schedules of payments or prefer

o Mars Hill College

to make monthly installments through most of

the year. All arrangements for monthly payments
must be through Academic Management Services
and payments should begin in the summer prior to
enrollment. Information concerning these programs
is sent to parents of all students each year.

Financial Obligations and Refund Policy
for Withdrawing from College

The College contracts for various services it
provides to students. Most such obligations are
made in the spring for the following academic
year. These include (but are not limited to) faculty
and staff salaries, food service management, and
commitments to new students. Registration is
considered a contract binding the students and
their parents for charges for the entire semester. The
college will, however, allow a reduction in charges
through the first four weeks of the semester in
certain cases.

A student who drops below 12 credit hours after the
end of four weeks from the date of registration will
be charged the full semester’s charges.

A student who withdraws from school because of
personal illness must obtain a statement from a
physician chosen by the college who recommends
discontinuance. Refunds for certified medical
withdrawals will be computed using the reduction
schedule below.

A student suspended for disciplinary purposes does
not receive reductions and is liable for the cost of
the entire semester.

The Refund Policy as it pertains to federal aid
recipients is subject to change as necessary to
remain in compliance with federal regulations.

The financial balance percentage due will be
computed on total charges for tuition, room and
campus dining. In addition total fees and fines are
due.

* Withdrawals during the first week of classes for
each semester result in a financial obligation of

20%.



* Withdrawals during the second week of the
semester result in a financial obligation of 40%.

* Withdrawals during the third week of the

semester result in a financial obligation of 60%.

* Withdrawals during the fourth week of the
semester result in a financial obligation of 80%.

If a student withdraws from school, college
scholarships will be prorated according to the
appropriate schedule. Federal aid is determined
by the Return of Title IV Funds guidelines.
(See Academic Section for the academic record
consequences of withdrawal and the process for
official withdrawal from the college.)

If the financial aid package exceeds direct costs
(tuition, room, board, and course related fees), a
student may receive a refund from the Business
Office. Financial aid packages generally can exceed
direct costs only if the students secures a loan.
Refunds resulting from excess financial aid will not
be issued until ALL financial aid funding has been
received by the college.

A student officially withdrawing from school should
follow a specific withdrawal procedure initiated in

the Student Life or the Admissions Office.

Return of Title IV Funds

Students who withdraw from school must notify
Mars Hill College of their intent in writing. The
withdrawal process will begin in the Student Life
or Admissions Office. Students must complete a
withdrawal form to start the official withdrawal
process. A date of withdrawal will be determined
in order to return any Title IV funds. If the
student does not notify the school, the midpoint of
the semester will be used as the official withdrawal
date. If the student did not notify the school
because of circumstances beyond the student’s
control, then the date related to that circumstance
will be used as the official withdrawal date. Other
dates such as the last date of attendance or
attendance at an academically-related activity may
be used in certain circumstances.

Students may rescind their official notification with
written notification to the Student Life Office. If
the student stops attending class subsequent to the
rescission, the withdrawal date is the original date
of notice of intent to withdraw.

The Return of Title IV calculations for all Federal
aid are based on current Department of Education
regulations and are subject to change. These
regulations can be found in the Financial Aid

Office.

Any funds other than Title IV funds will be
refunded in the following order: state funds,
outside donors, institutional funds and cash to the
student. The amount of the refund cannot exceed
the amount of the original award/disbursement.

Mars Hill College will then determine the
institutional charges for the payment period.
Typical institutional charges are tuition, fees, room,
board or books and supplies that students must
purchase from the school. A student may authorize
the school to include any non-institutional charges
such as group health insurance, if it is required of
all students and stays in effect.

A student who misses two consecutive weeks of
class is reported to the Retention Office. If the
student cannot be contacted and does not return to
class, an administrative withdrawal is effected.

Miscellaneous

Infirmary: Infirmary patients who require
personally prescribed drugs, other supplies, and/or
emergency transportation will be responsible for
such charges.

Insurance: All full-time students are automatically
included in the $5,000 Blanket Accident Program.
In addition, sickness coverage is added on a waiver
basis. The plan is required for all full-time students
unless waived by completing the college waiver
form indicating other health insurance is in effect.
The additional cost of the health insurance is on the
college Web site (www.mhc.edu). The waiver must
be completed and returned to the Business Office
no later than the end of the first week of classes.
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Returned checks: A fine of $30 is charged by
the Business Office for each “non-sufficient funds
check” received from any student. Check cashing
privileges will be revoked after the first offense.

Transcripts of academic record: A transcript is

an exact copy of a student’s permanent academic
record at the time it is issued. One official transcript
will be provided free. Additional and/or subsequent
copies will cost $6 (faxed requests $8) each after
termination of enrollment at the college. No official
transcript may be issued to or for a student who

is indebted to the college until such indebtedness
(tuition, fees, various fines, and all loans) has

been paid or satisfactory arrangements have been
made with the Business Office. Official transcripts
are released only upon the written request of the
student to the Registrar’s Office.

On-campus Residence Requirement

The college recognizes the educational benefits to

be derived from living on campus; therefore, all
freshman and sophomore students must live and
eat on campus unless they are living at home with
parents or legal guardians, are 21 years of age, are
veterans of 180 or more consecutive days of military
service, or are married.

Students who reserve a room on campus must sign
a Mars Hill Housing Contract and Food Service
Contract. The term of the contract is for the full
academic year. The provisions of the contract and
the information included in the Mars Hill College
Student Handbook and Residential Living Policies
and Regulations pamphlet apply to any student
living in campus housing.

A student to whom the Housing and Food Service
Contract applies is liable for the academic year’s
charges unless conditions of the Refund Policy are
met.

o Mars Hill College

Food Services

All students living in campus housing are required
to purchase a board (meal) plan. Food services
will provide a flexible access meal plan offering
several options to students pending class status.
Meal equivalencies are available at all food service
facilities.

FRESHMEN: (On Campus)
Blue Meal Plan: 19 meals per week with $50
Bonus Bucks!
Bronze Meal Plan: 15 meals per week with
$150 Bonus Bucks

SOPHOMORES/JUNIORS: (On Campus)?
Blue Meal Plan
Bronze Meal Plan
Gold Meal Plan: 10 meals per week with $150
Bonus Bucks

SENIORS: (On Campus)
Blue Meal Plan
Bronze Meal Plan
Gold Meal Plan
Lion’s Plan: 7 meals per week

' Bonus Bucks are restricted to food purchases

only and must be used during the semester
purchased. 7hese dollars can be used in all food
service facilities. Balances are not transferable
between semesters and are not refundable.

Juniors who choose to live in the Dickson-
Palmer Apartments may opt for the 7-, 10-,
15- or 19-meal plan.

Food Service Facilities

Pittman Dining Hall
Lion’s Den Snack Bar
College Street Ice Cream and Soda Shop



Financial Aid Information

The primary responsibility of meeting the costs of
college belongs to the student and the student’s
family.

1. Mars Hill College understands that there may
exist circumstances that make it difficult for a
student and his/her family to meet the entire
cost of a college education.

2. Therefore, the Financial Aid Office at Mars
Hill College participates in various need-based,
merit-based, and other aid programs to help

cover the difference between what a student can

afford to pay for college and the cost of college
itself.

The first step of the financial aid process begins
when a student completes the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
may be accessed at www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA
provides the Financial Aid Office with a vast
amount of information including the Expected
Family Contribution (EFC). The EFC is the result
of an elaborate formula that includes the parents’
income and assets (for dependent students) and
the student’s income and assets (for all students).
By taking the Cost of Attendance (Direct Costs
plus Indirect Costs) and subtracting the EFC, the
Financial Aid Office determines the student’s
Federal financial need. The cost of attendance for
each individual student can be obtained from the

Financial Aid office.

A student’s financial aid package, excluding loans
and/or outside scholarships but including federal
grants and work study, cannot exceed direct costs
as charged by the college. Institutional awards,
including merit awards, will be adjusted to meet
this policy.

Need-Based Aid

Need-based aid is used to assist a student with a
portion of his/her need up to but not exceeding the
direct cost of school.

Examples of Need-Based Aid
Federal

1. Pell Grant—The Pell Grant is the base grant in
the Federal financial aid programs. For 2006—
2007, full-time students with an EFC of $3,850
or less are eligible to receive a grant that will
range from $400 to $4,050. The grant is lower
for less than full-time status.

2. Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant
(SEOG)-This grant is a supplement to the Pell
Grant. Awards are up to $2,000 and are limited
to those students with the greatest need.

3.Work-Study—Students are given awards to work
on campus. Students must apply and interview
for a job. A check will be issued each month as
the student works the required hours. Awards
are up to $1,500 and are limited to those
students with the greatest need.

4. Perkins Loan—This is a subsidized loan for high
need students. The pool of money for this
aid is limited. The student must complete a
Promissory Note and have entrance counseling.
Repayment begins nine months after the
student drops below half-time, withdraws
or graduates. At that time, the student must
complete exit counseling as a reminder of his/
her rights and responsibilities as a borrower of
the Perkins Loan Program.

5. Subsidized Stafford Loan—This loan is subsidized
(the federal government pays the interest while
the student is enrolled in at least six hours).
Freshmen, transfers and first time borrowers
must complete a Master Promissory note and
entrance counseling. The loan will be credited
to a student’s account approximately 30 days
into the semester if the student is a first time
borrower at Mars Hill College. Repayment
begins six months after the student drops
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below half-time, leaves school or graduates.
At that time, the student must complete exit
counseling as a reminder of his/her rights and
responsibilities as a borrower of the Stafford
Loan Program.

State

6. North Carolina Contractual Grant—This grant
is used to assist North Carolina residents with
need. There is a limited amount of money. The
grant amounts will vary.

7. North Carolina Student Incentive Grant=This
grant is for high-need North Carolina residents
whose FAFSA has been processed by March
15th. Awards are up to $700. The awards are
made by the state, and Mars Hill College will
receive notification.

Institutional

8. Mars Hill College Grant-This grant assists
students with need. Award amounts vary.

Merit Based Aid

Merit based aid is earned through special talent
or academic achievement, and is awarded on an
individual basis. Merit based aid is awarded with
the expectation that a student maintains certain
standards or performance goals.

Examples of Merit Based Aid

1. Presidential Scholarship—This scholarship is
for incoming students with at least a 3.5 GPA
and an 1100 SAT score. Awards are for four
years. Students must maintain a 3.2 GPA. The
initial award will be changed if the student’s

housing status changes (i.e., student moves from

residential living to off-campus).

2. Alumni Award-This award is for incoming
students with at least a 2.5 GPA and an 1100
SAT score OR at least a 3.5 GPA and a 900
SAT score. Awards are for four years. Students
must maintain a 2.5 GPA. The initial award
will be changed if the student’s housing status
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changes (i.e., student moves from residential
living to off-campus).

3. Mars Hill College Award—This award is for
incoming students with at least a 2.5 GPA and
a 1000 SAT score OR at least a 3.0 GPA and
a 900 SAT score. Awards are for four years.
Students must maintain a 2.0 GPA. The initial
award will be changed if the student’s housing
status changes (i.e., student moves from
residential living to off-campus).

4. Honor Scholars Program—Potential honor
scholars are invited to Mars Hill College to
interview for scholarships that will qualify them
to participate in the honor scholars program.
Invitations are based on the minimum criteria
of a 3.5 grade point average and 1100 SAT score.
Recipients of the Grayson, Marshbanks, Leo
White, and Church Leadership scholarships
must maintain a 3.2 grade point average and
complete 35 hours of service-learning each
semester. For information about the Honor
Scholars Program, see LifeWorks.

5. Athletic and Performance Area Grants—These
grants are determined by the coaches of the
individual sports and by the leaders of the
various performance areas, such as clogging,
band, choir, cheerleading, theatre and athletic
training.

A student who does not meet the minimum grade
point average for merit awards will be placed on
scholarship probation for the following semester.
If, during the following semester, the student’s
cumulative grade point average drops below the
standard, yet the semester grade point average
meets the standard, the student will continue

on probation. If the student’s cumulative grade
point average and semester grade point average
continue below the standard, the scholarship will
be suspended until such time as the student brings
his/her grade point average back to the standard.

Honor scholars who transfer from Mars Hill
College and subsequently return will no longer
be eligible to receive the honor scholarship. Merit
awards for students who transfer from Mars Hill



College and subsequently return will be determined
by their transfer grade point average or last grade
point average at Mars Hill College prior to transfer.

Non-Need-Based Aid
Federal
1. Unsubsidized Stafford Loan—This loan has the

same criteria as the Subsidized Stafford Loan
except the student is responsible for the interest
that accrues while the student is in school.

2. PLUS (Parent) Loan—This is a loan that
a parent may be eligible for to pay for a
student’s educational expenses. Eligibility is
determined by the lender and is based on the
credit standing of the parent. Repayment
begins within 60 days after the final loan
disbursement for the period of enrollment for
which the parent borrowed. This loan will not
automatically be added to the student’s financial
aid package, and must be requested by the
parent.

State

3. North Carolina Legislative Tuition Grant—This
grant is for eligible North Carolina residents
who are full-time students attending private
colleges and universities in North Carolina. The
anticipated award for 2006—07 is $1,800.

Verification—A student’s FAFSA may be selected
for verification. In the verification process, the
student completes a verification worksheet and
provides a signed copy of his/her tax forms as

well as his/her parents’ tax forms if the student is
dependent. Approximately 40—45% of all financial
aid applicants are selected for verification. You will
not receive any Federal financial aid or participate
in work-study until you complete the verification
process.

Books—Books are part of the indirect cost of school.

The Financial Aid Office will assist students with
direct costs only. Students must make their own
arrangements to pay for books.

Enrollment Status—Students who are enrolled full
time and then drop to less than full time will have
their financial aid award revised or reduced.

Residency-If your residency status changes (you
move from on-campus to off-campus or vice versa),
you must notify the Financial Aid Office since your
financial aid award may need to be adjusted.

Payment of Awards—Financial aid awards for each
semester will be credited to your student account
for each specific term once all required paperwork

is received by the Financial Aid Office.

Reapplication—Financial aid awards for the next
academic year are not automatic. All recipients must
reapply for aid each spring prior to the academic
year of attendance by filling out the renewal FAFSA
application.

Cancellation—The Financial Aid Office reserves
the right to revise or cancel the award because of
changes in your financial aid or academic status.
The submission of false or misleading information
will also be considered reason for immediate
cancellation of your aid.

Condition of Award—Federal, State and
Institutional grants committed in this award are
conditional upon receipt of actual funds.

Balance Due-The Business Office notifies students
on a semester basis of their charges and balances
due. Parents and students may use the PLUS loan
or one of the ten-month payment plans to satisfy
outstanding balances after financial aid is applied.

Satisfactory Academic Progress for
Financial Aid Eligibility

To be eligible for financial aid, a student must
make satisfactory academic progress. Satisfactory
academic progress includes both a qualitative
measure (the use of a cumulative grade point
average) and a quantitative measure (the maximum
time frame for completion). Students who do not
meet the requirements and are ultimately placed on
financial aid suspension will no longer be eligible to
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receive any federal, state or institutional financial

aid.

Satisfactory progress standards for financial
aid eligibility are the same as the standards for
academic standing.

Mars Hill College students must demonstrate their
ability to perform satisfactorily both by grade point
average and by hours earned. To remain enrolled

in good academic standing, a student must have
maintained at the end of any semester the following
cumulative grade point average and earn the
minimum hours listed:

Qualitative Standards:

Freshmen (1-27 hours earned) 1.50
Sophomores (28-59 hours earned) 1.80
Juniors and above (60 or more hours earned) 2.00

Quantitative Standardes:

Semester
Attempted Hours

Minimum Required
Earned Hours

12 hours or more (full time) 12 hours
9-11 hours (3/4/ time) 9 hours
6-8 hours (1/2 time) 6 hours

A student who does not meet the minimum
requirement will be placed on academic probation
for the following semester. A student who fails to
meet the requirements during the probationary
semester will be placed on academic suspension

for one regular semester. However, a student who
earns a 2.0 grade point average for the probationary
semester (full-time enrollment) will automatically
be granted one more semester to achieve the
required cumulative standard.

Students placed on academic suspension at the end
of the spring semester may use the summer session
to meet the minimum standards to be reinstated
for the fall semester; those placed on academic
probation may use the summer session to return to
good standing for the fall semester.

Any student may appeal to the Admissions,
Academic Standards and Financial Aid Committee

e Mars Hill College

by completing an official appeal form. Students
who have been academically suspended may apply
for readmission through the Admissions Office
after one semester.

Full-Time Students

Full-time students will be allowed six academic
years (one academic year begins with a summer
session followed by two semesters) in which to
complete the baccalaureate degree.

Part-Time Students

Part-time students will be allowed twelve
academic years (one academic year begins with
a summer session followed by two semesters) in
which to complete the baccalaureate degree.



LifeWorks

LifeWorks Learning Partnership

Dean of LifeWorks . .............. Stan Dotson

The LifeWorks Learning Partnership includes
the Center for Service-Learning and Internships,
the Civic Engagement Program, the Career
Development Center, and the Hester Center

for Peace and Justice. Staff in these three areas
work together with faculty, staff, students, and
community partners to make programmatic
connections between...

* real life experiences and the curriculum

* teaching and learning inside and outside the
classroom

* academics, faith exploration, and meaningful
work

* current students, prospective students, and
alumni

Mars Hill students are engaged, active learners. Our
student body includes musicians, cloggers, actors,
artists, potters, poets, athletes, advocates, activists,
and others; many are engaged in community-

based activities around issues of housing, health
care, education, public safety, environmental
protection, and government; many participate in
faith communities; many hold part-time jobs. All of
these activities represent essential elements of life in
community and are entry points into the Mars Hill
educational experience. The lives of students, their
interests and activities, provide a launching pad for
intentional reflection on basic liberal arts questions:
What makes a good person? What are the
connections between faith and critical reasoning?
What makes a good community? What is the
creative process, and why are all these questions
important for my life and my work? LifeWorks
seeks to help students deepen those experiences they
are already engaged in—such as participation on an
athletic team, the clogging team, or in a volunteer
activity—Dby finding ways to bring the experiences
into the curriculum, providing space and time to

intentionally reflect on the experiences and utilize
them to prepare for life and work in community.

Center for Service-Learning and
Internships

Center Director. . . ............... Stan Dotson
Assistant Center Director and
Bonner Scholars Coordinator
Field Coordinator ... ............

Cindy Frost
Missy Harris

While LifeWorks recognizes the wide range of
experiences students are already engaged in, our
staff also works with faculty to design particular
experiences in the community for students, from
short-term projects to weekly service-learning
placements to internships. Students can come by
the LifeWorks office to explore the wide range of
activities currently available. We have over 200
sites that cover virtually all sectors of community
life: the arts, education, food and shelter, health
care, the environment, public safety, sports

and recreation, law and government, business,
and religious life. A student can explore these
opportunities on the LifeWorks Web site (http://
lifeworks.mhc.edu, click on the “Service-Learning
and Internships” link and then click on the “Service-
Learning Database”). A student can sign up for

a GE 261 service-learning internship in order to
begin exploring one of these areas of community
life. For students who have declared a major,
most disciplines at Mars Hill offer departmental
internships at 2 levels, 261 and 461. Students
should talk to their departmental advisor to set
up these internships. There are also professional
internships in fields such as Social Work and
Teacher Education. Internship forms are available
on line on the LifeWorks Web site, and they are
also available in the LifeWorks office.

A student earns one semester hour of internship
credit for every 37.5 contact hours (spread out over
a semester, this averages out to 2.5 contact hours per
week for every credit hour). A GE 261 internship
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may carry from 1 to 12 semester hours of credit
during a regular semester; 12 is the maximum
that may count toward graduation. A professional
internship may carry up to 15 hours of credit; 18
is the maximum of professional internship credit
which may count toward graduation. Twenty-one
credit hours is the maximum internship credit of
any kind that may be counted toward the bachelor’s
degree. For more information about service-
learning and internships, come by the Center,
located on the ground floor of Renfro Library, or

call 689-1162.

Honor Scholars Program

The Mars Hill College Honor Scholars Program has
a long history of service, leadership, and academic
excellence. Scholars are expected to demonstrate
these characteristics throughout their college
experience. The Honor Scholars Program consists
of the following scholarships: Church Leadership,
Grayson, Leo White, Marshbanks-Anderson, and
Bonner.

Participation in the Honor Scholars program has
several requirements. Each scholar must:

1. attend a scholar retreat prior to the beginning of
the fall semester

2. maintain a 3.2 GPA

3. live on campus during the four-year college
experience

4. complete in 35 hours of engaged service to the
community each semester (Bonner Scholars
have additional requirements: see below)

5. participate in a four-year program designed to
complement each student’s academic, social,
and personal growth while at MHC (including
weekly reflection meetings during the freshman

year)

Additionally, individual scholarships carry other
requirements, as follows:

Church Leadership and Leo White Scholars

0 Mars Hill College

must major or minor in Religion or Philosophy.

Bonner Scholars are also required to complete
140 hours of engaged service to the community
each semester, and complete 280 hours of
engaged service to the community during two
summers.

'The Honor Scholars program is administered
by Dean of LifeWorks in consultation with the
Academic Standards, Admissions, and Financial
Aid Committee.

The Civic Engagement Program

The Civic Engagement Program is designed for
students interested in strengthening their leadership
capacity for work and service in the wider
community. It is specifically helpful for scholarship
students who have service-learning requirements;
the Civic Engagement Program is a good way to
fulfill these requirements. Students who complete
the Civic Engagement program will have a portfolio
demonstrating their work to add to graduate school
and job applications. The program is open to all
students, and anyone interested should come by

the LifeWorks office to find out more about the
requirements and benefits. After four years of
participation, the Civic Engagement Program will
certify that a graduate has:

* documented a minimum of 280 hours
of community-based service (35 hours per
semester)

* participated in the LifeWorks reflection
activities each semester (these activities include
team-building exercises, group discussions,
common readings, and journaling).

* developed a portfolio with reflection essays
demonstrating the connections between
their community experiences, the leadership
activities, and what they learned in the
Commons courses.

Each semester of the Civic Engagement program
focuses on a particular set of leadership skills, a
knowledge base, and values for the common good.



First Year Fall semester has the theme Exploration,
and accompanies the Challenges course in

the Commons. At this introductory stage, the
knowledge base focuses on appreciative inquiry
(asking good questions); the focus of the skill set is
time management, and the values focus is wonder
and discovery.

Sophomore year fall semester has the theme
Collaboration, and accompanies the Civic Life
Course. At this stage, the knowledge base focuses
on the “where am I” questions of community and
region; the skill sets are assets mapping and group
facilitation, and the values focus is respect.

Sophomore year spring semester has the theme
Advocacy, and accompanies the Critique course. At
this stage, the knowledge base focuses on the “why”
questions of faith and reason; the skill set is civil
dialogue, and the values focus is integrity.

The Junior year has the theme Contribution, and
accompanies the Creativity course. At this stage,
the knowledge base focuses on the “how” questions
of the creative process; the skill set is resource
development, and the values focus is enthusiasm.

The Senior year has the theme Demonstration, and
accompanies the Capstone course. At this stage, the
knowledge base focuses on the “what have I done”
questions that synthesize the work and learning of
the previous three years; the skill set is assessment
and evaluation, and the values focus is confidence.

Career Development Center

Director ... ... Gill Bosonetto

The Career Development Center assists students
in their career decision-making process, as well as
with seeking employment during and after college.
Its program aims to provide students with the
resources to help make informed choices, develop
experience and skills in their fields of interest, and
to apply their personal values, preferences and
abilities towards a rewarding career path. We also
help increase students’ understanding of the value
and marketability of a liberal arts education in
the world of work. Building meaningful networks

related to job opportunities, internships and a
wide variety of for-profit, non-profit, and public
organizations is part of this program. Mars Hill
alumni play an important role in the network.

The Career Development Center is located in

the LifeWorks suite on the lower level of Renfro
Library. You are invited to stop by and talk with
Gill Bosonetto about your career concerns, or to
log onto the career development Web site at hetp://
lifeworks.mhc.edu/career. At this site you will

be able to access information not only about our
career development services, but you will be able

to explore current job opportunities by clicking on
either the NACElink for the Job Drawer links.

The Hester Center for Peace and
Justice

Coordinating Committee:
Stan Dotson, Dean of LifeWorks
Beth Vogler, Associate Professor of Social Work
Harry Hughes, Assistant Professor of
Mathematics

The Hester Center at Mars Hill College exists to
create educational programming for faculty, staff,
and students that promotes dialogue and deepens
understanding of issues related to peace and justice.
These issues involve more than the absence of armed
conflict; they denote the presence of peaceful and
just relationships between individuals, groups, and
nations, and between human societies and the
natural world. Given the broad understanding

of peace and justice, the Center will sponsor
programming around a four year rotating thematic
emphasis:

2005-20006: Poverty

2006-2007: Environmental Impacts
2007-2008: War and Peace

2008-2009: Ethnic and Racial Conflict

Programming for the Hester Center will include
an annual book discussion, a visiting lecture series,
the presentation of the Michael Emory Award, and
scholarship support for a student who proposes a
significant research project or experience (such as
an international experience) related to the theme
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for the year. The Hester Center programs are
open to anyone interested in fostering a greater
understanding of peace and justice issues.

A generous gift to Mars Hill College by General
Hugh Hester led to the endowment of the Hester
Center for Peace and Justice in 1987. General
Hester served under Douglas MacArthur in the
Pacific theater during World War II. The dropping
of the atomic bomb had a profound effect on
General Hester, and he soon left the life of the
military to become an activist for peace and
abolition of nuclear weapons. He had a special
desire for young people to learn alternatives to
violence when confronted by conflicts at home
and around the world. General Hester’s gift

has impacted thousands of students who have
participated in peacemaking programs throughout
the years. For more information, contact Stan
Dotson, Dean of LifeWorks.

@ Mars Hill College



Chaplaincy/Campus Ministry

Chaplain.................... R. Todd Boling
Campus Ministry Associate. . . ... ... Debra Huff

Mars Hill College is a liberal arts institution with
Christian commitments and roots in the Baptist
tradition. Whether it’s in the classroom or on a
service project, you will find that Mars Hill is a
place where students are encouraged to integrate
faith into their exploration of the world. The
Chaplain’s Office serves as a resource in this
regard. We sponsor weekly “Crossroads” services;
facilitate the workings of the Christian Student
Movement; provide pastoral counseling and
guidance to students, faculty, and staff; and relate
externally to congregations and agencies supportive
of our mission. In general, we seek to facilitate the
religious dialogue on campus and meet the spiritual

needs of the Mars Hill family.

crossroads: \'kros- rods\

n usu pl but sing or pl in constr

a: the place of intersection of two or more
roads

b: a community located at such a crossroads

c: a central meeting place

Campus Ministry and the Religious Life
Committee at Mars Hill define Crossroads as -

a: the place where spiritual, intellectual, and
personal growth intersect, where the faith
journey meets the liberal arts, where mind,
heart, soul, and strength connect

b: The community of people—students,
faculty, staff, administrators, and other
friends of the college—who gather together
to discover and celebrate these connections

c: the central meeting place for experiencing
these connections—Broyhill Chapel

Crossroads gatherings are held at 10:00 a.m. in
Broyhill Chapel each Tuesday that classes are

in session during the semester. These services,
sponsored by Campus Ministry and the Religious

Life Committee, are an integral element of the
religious life program on the Mars Hill College
campus. Crossroads seeks to promote the spiritual
and personal growth of members of the college
community by reaffirming our tradition in the
Christian faith and Baptist heritage; raising

our awareness of how faith informs our living;
making us aware of the radical relevance of the
life and teachings of Christ to our everyday lives;
and fostering the development of compassion,
responsibility and respect.

To achieve its purpose Crossroads meets weekly
providing opportunities for worship of God
through scripture, prayer, music, preaching;, and
reflection. The programs involve students, staff,
faculty, and invited guests from off campus as
active participants and leaders. Likewise, the
programs reflect the rich diversity of Christian
expressions represented on campus.

Crossroads encompasses three kinds of gatherings
you will experience in Broyhill Chapel Tuesday
mornings at 10:00 a.m.

e traditional, which includes the traditional
elements of a worship service: prayers, music,
scripture, preaching;

* spiritual enrichment, which emphasizes one
or more of the following elements of worship:
prayer, praise, testimony, music, drama, dance;
and

* convocation, which includes official college
events such as Founders Day and the
Community Service Convocation.

The styles of music and preaching in the various
gatherings will be diverse, representing the
diversity in our own community, giving us

all an opportunity to develop an appreciative
understanding of many different forms of worship
and celebration.

Other opportunities for religious life include
spiritual and personal growth groups, musical
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ensembles, the Christian Student Movement (CSM,
which offers a weekly program for fellowship and
spiritual nurture), weekly praise and worship, FCA,
Journey Teams (providing weekend youth ministry
opportunities in local churches), dorm Bible
studies, the Refuge (Bible study and coffee house),
and mission opportunities—local, national, and
international.

Campus Ministry also takes a leadership role

in LifeWorks to promote Dreams Into Deeds, a
thematic program in its sixth year at Mars Hill.
Dreams Into Deeds is a campus-wide effort to make
connections between faith, learning, and action
around issues of critical importance in our world.
Each year, Mars Hill organizes programming
across campus—including Crossroads speakers,
visiting artists, lecturers, and national leaders,
films, workshops, and service projects—around the
chosen theme.

Mars Hill College Religious ldentity
Statement

Mars Hill College, an academic community
rooted in the Christian faith...
“Paul stood up in the midst of Mars Hill and said:
‘People of Athens, I see that you are very religious.”
Acts 17.22

Mars Hill College is a place where faith and reason
meet, where students, faculty and staff explore
questions of faith reasonably in the spirit of Christ-
like compassion and respect. While Mars Hill

is not a church, our roots are Christian and our
heritage is Baptist. We encourage students, faculty,
staff, administrators, trustees and alumni in their
practice and expression of faith. We honor the
variety of denominations, faith traditions, worship
practices, theological persuasions and spiritual
disciplines represented among our constituencies.

challenges and equips students to pursue
intellectual, spiritual, and personal growth..
“The most important commandment,” answered
Jesus, “is this...Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.” Mark 12:38-30

@ Mars Hill College

At Mars Hill, we see that developing knowledge,
values, and skills are integral ways of loving God
and following what Jesus called the greatest
commandment. Pursuing intellectual growth—
developing knowledge—is critical to loving God
with all your mind. Pursuing spiritual growth—
deepening values—is critical to loving God with
all your heart and soul. And pursuing personal
growth—strengthening skills for life and work— is
critical to loving God with all your strength.

through an education that is grounded in a
rigorous study of the liberal arts..
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.”-John 8:32

“Liberal arts” comes from a Latin phrase meaning
the arts suitable and necessary for free people to
govern themselves. The liberal arts at Mars Hill
are rooted in freedom—freedom to explore critical
questions of life from different perspectives in the
pursuit of truth. Our Baptist heritage strongly
emphasizes religious liberty, expressed as the
freedom and autonomy of persons and churches
in a free state. This heritage nurtures our practice
of academic freedom. We recognize that any
form of coercive dogmatism claiming to have the
only correct version of truth, imposing that view
on others, and restricting freedom of inquiry is
incompatible with the way we experience the liberal
arts and Christian higher education at Mars Hill.

connected to the world of work...
“I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received.” Ephesians 4:1

The idea of vocation, or calling, is central to Mars
Hill’s mission, God gifts people with a wide variety
of abilities and interests and calls them to employ
their gifts across the spectrum of professions:
ministry, law, medicine, education, business,

social work, etc. We want our graduates to find
worthwhile work and distinguish themselves in
every field by doing good (ethical work—making

a life) and doing well (successful work—making a
living).

and committed to character development, to



service, and to responsible citizenship in the
community, the region, and the world.
“There are different kinds of service...[and] varieties
of working, but it is the same God who inspires
them all in every one. To each is given the

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
I Corinthians 12:5-6

At Mars Hill, we balance the freedom inherent in
a liberal arts education with responsibility. We
challenge our students to become “response-able,”
prepared to respond to the difficult challenges

of the 21st century with core commitments and
activities that serve the common good. We

want our graduates to value civic engagement, to
be the kind of people who live out their faith
commitments in every arena and spend their lives
making a positive difference in their homes, in
their workplaces, in their communities, and in their
world.

Mars Hill College, an academic community
rooted in the Christian faith, challenges
and equips students to pursue intellectual,
spiritual, and personal growth that is:

o grounded in a rigorous study of the
Liberal Arts,

+ connected with the world of work, and

¢ committed to character development, to
service, and to responsible citizenship in
the community, the region, and the world

Mars Hill’s religious identity will never be fully
answered through a simple written statement,

but will continually emerge through an ongoing
dialogue among members of the Mars Hill

family. It represents our best understanding of

who we are, relative to our Christian roots, and

it is an invitation to all members of the Mars

Hill community—alumni, trustees, faculty, staff,
students and prospective students—to join us as we
seek to fulfill our mission.
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Academic Resources

Renfro Library

The Mars Hill College academic community
promotes intellectual, spiritual, and personal
growth by providing an education grounded in the
liberal arts, connected with the world of work, and
committed to character development. The Renfro
Library facilitates the mission of the college by
providing resources and services that support and
enhance the programs in the five divisions and the
Liberal Arts in Action general education curriculum.
An integral part of the academic community, the
Library selects, organizes, and provides:

e Access to material collections that are relevant
to curriculum and research needs.

* Access to electronic resources and physical
material not located in the Library.

* Cooperative borrowing privileges through
Interlibrary Loan.

* Reciprocal agreements and consortia
arrangements with other libraries and
organizations.

* Instruction in the use of library resources and
information literacy.

The Library maintains a highly qualified
professional and paraprofessional staff that is
responsive to individual needs and enables the
students, faculty and staff of Mars Hill College
to fully utilize all available resources necessary to
support the mission of the college.

Library Services and Policies

The MHC computer network provides access to
the Renfro Library catalog and direct access to
encyclopedias, atlases, literary and biographical
indexes and other online information sources.
The network is also used to search for indexing,
abstracting and full-text of journals.

Renfro Library contains approximately 84,000
books and periodical volumes, and provides

@ Mars Hill College

in-house access to more than 300 journals and
electronic access to the text of more than 10,000
journals. The library is a member of the Mountain
College Library Network (MCLN), a 13-institution
consortium which provides quick access to
periodicals and books from each participating
library. Interlibrary loan services are available
through network agreements with regional and
national consortia.

Library hours and other information are posted on
the library’s Web site: library.mhc.edu.

Harris Media Center

The Marleine Reader Harris Media Center is
designed to serve the audiovisual needs of students
and faculty. The passive solar facility includes
teaching darkrooms for photography classes; a
projection room for viewing films, videotapes,
multi-image programs, and computer presentations;
two viewing classrooms; an area for individual
listening and viewing; a video studio with taping
and editing facilities; and storage and maintenance
facilities for audiovisual materials and equipment
circulated throughout the campus.

Liston B. Ramsey Center for Regional
Studies

The Liston B.Ramsey Center for Regional Studies,
centrally located in Renfro Library, was named

in honor of the former Speaker of the North
Carolina House who passed away in 2001. An
alumnus of the college, Mr. Ramsey made Mars
Hill the depository for the records of his long and
distinguished legislative career. In keeping with the
Speaker’s commitment to Western North Carolina
and to education, the Center encourages study of
the college’s extensive collections of photographs,
sound recordings, documents, and artifacts. These
materials are housed in the Appalachian Room,
the Rural Life Museum, and the Heritage Cabin.
Coordinated by Ms. Cassie Robinson, the Center



provides support for the Regional Studies Program
of the college, offers assistance with individual
research, and provides a venue in which faculty,
students, and community members come together
for regionally oriented programs and events.

Appalachian Room

The Appalachian Room, housing non-circulating
books and other resources related to the southern
mountain region, represents the library’s major
special collection. The room provides information
and materials for student and faculty use,
maintains sources for local history research, and
offers periodic displays of regional arts and crafts.
Additional Appalachian books can be accessed
through the lower stack floor and are available for
circulation.

Notable among the manuscripts collection held
in the Appalachian Room is the Bascom Lamar
Lunsford Folk Music Collection, which includes
scrapbooks, pictures, sound recordings, and other
memorabilia.

Other special collections include the Southern
Appalachian Photographic Archives, the Gertrude
M. Ruskin Collection of Cherokee Indian

artifacts and materials, Baptist records including
associational minutes and church histories, and the
college archives including papers relating to the
history of Mars Hill College.

The Appalachian Room is open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday, and is located in the Liston B.
Ramsey Center on the main floor of Renfro Library.

Rural Life Museum

The museum facilitates the collection, preservation,
exhibition and interpretation of rural life

artifacts relevant to the history and culture of the
Southern Appalachian region. Through its exhibits
and educational program the museum assists
students, faculty members, and other patrons

in understanding rural heritage. It is open by
appointment. Contact Ms. Cassie Robinson in the

Liston B. Ramsey Center for Regional Studies at
(828) 689-1262.

Visiting Artists and Lecturers

Through its Visiting Artist and Lecturers
Committee the College brings to the campus

a variety of cultural programs to support the
academic programs. In past years these have
included the Vienna Choir Boys, the Chinese
Golden Dragon Acrobats, the Peking Acrobats, the
Atlanta Symphony, the Bulgarian Symphony, the
Acting Company, the Amazing Kreskin, Broadway
Shows like Big River and Buddy, the National
Opera Company and the National Players, the
Duke Ellington Orchestra, the Lionel Hampton
Orchestra, and dance companies such as the North
Carolina Dance Theater, the Ballet Folklorico de
Mexico, and the Atlanta Ballet.

International Education

The college recognizes the importance of global
awareness and supports academic programs that
emphasize international/intercultural education.
Through the Liberal Arts in Action sequence of
courses, global learning and understanding will
be central to the Mars Hill student’s academic
experience. In addition, all Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of Fine Arts
majors are required to take two semesters of a
foreign language.

The Center for International Education was
established to provide leadership and coherence to
the international programs on campus. The college
has an active International Club, hosts lectures
and other cultural events dealing with global
issues, and celebrates international diversity with
an annual International Festival. Foreign students
are valued highly at the college and international
student orientation and advising are important
responsibilities of the Director of International
Education.

The college also offers the International Studies
major. Through an interdisciplinary approach,
students take courses in a wide range of fields.
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Moreover, the college offers over 60 courses of an
international nature in many different disciplines.

Study Abroad

Mars Hill College values study abroad as an
important element of a student’s international
education. Through a variety of programs, students
can find ample options to study, work or participate
in service learning/volunteer projects in virtually

all areas of the world. Mars Hill sponsors several
international study opportunities for credit,
including Mars Hill in Mexico, a study tour of
Chiapas, Mexico; and Mars Hill in Italia, a summer
program in Pirugia, Italy. Faculty have also led trips
to Europe, Asia, and Latin America.

In addition to these programs, Mars Hill maintains
several affiliations with other institutions and
consortia that provide semester, year-long, and
short term study abroad opportunities. Through the
International Student Exchange Program (ISEP),
students can study at more than 100 universities
on 5 continents. Mars Hill is the only private

NC member school of ISEP, the largest student
exchange program of its kind. Students also can
participate in the Semester in London program,
managed by a consortium of Appalachian colleges.
Scholarships are available for this program through
the Appalachian College Association. Mars Hill
maintains active affiliations with the Borderlinks
Semester on the Border program located in Tucson,
AZ, and Nogales, Mexico; Regents College in
London; and other providers. It is also possible

for students to register directly with other U.S. or
foreign programs and transfer both elective and
required credits back to the college. Director of
International Education is Gordon Hinners.

Student Support Services Program

The Student Support Services TRIO Program

can provide tutoring for a difficult course, help
reduce test anxiety, suggest wise time management
strategies, offer academic advising, and provide
career and personal counseling, among other
services. This program provides trained staff
members and carefully selected peers to work
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with students who qualify for services. Interested
students who are not certain of their eligibility for
the program or who wish to learn more about the
services and activities should call 689-1380 or come
by the Student Support Services office, located on
the first floor of Marshbanks Hall. The office is
open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. and Tuesday/Thursday, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Services are tailored to individual needs and
are free to eligible students. The program is 100%
funded through a grant from the U.S. Department
of Education.

Computer Resources

Mars Hill ranks among the highest of North
Carolina campuses with its computer:student ratio
of 1:5. More than 160 computers are available for
student use on the campus. The campus features
a computer network which may be accessed on
campus 24 hours a day. The network provides
students, faculty, and staff with access to campus
information, electronic mail, the library catalog,
research databases, and the Internet. All college
e-mail addresses end in @mhc.edu. The college’s
homepage address is: www.mhc.edu.

Asheville Area Educational Consortium

The Asheville Area Educational Consortium is a
consortium of Mars Hill College, University of
North Carolina at Asheville, and Warren Wilson
College for the purpose of enriching the educational
experience of students at the participating
institutions. This affords students access to broader
educational experiences through inter-institutional
cross-registration, which enables a student at any
member institution to enroll in courses at any of
the member institutions without separate admission
procedures or incurring registration fees at the other
institution. Registration is on a space-available basis
and is handled through the registrar’s offices of the

institutions.



Academic Policies

Academic Orientation and Advising

Incoming new students participate in Gateway
Orientation, administered jointly through the
Office of Student Life and the Admissions. A
special orientation is done for International
students through the Office of the Coordinator
of International Education. The student’s faculty
advisor offers counsel in planning an academic
program and in selecting appropriate learning
experiences. The individual student is ultimately
responsible for fulfilling all requirements for the
degree. Completion of requirements and eligibility
for graduation is certified by the registrar’s office;
therefore, special questions and/or matters of
interpretation should be addressed to personnel in
that office.

A college course, LAA 111-Challenges, is used to
introduce students to the educational program of
the college and to related services and resources.
Through LAA 111 each incoming freshman
becomes part of a small group of other freshmen
and an advising team composed of a faculty
member and an upperclassman. The team works
with the freshman group during orientation and
throughout the semester. For several days during
orientation before classes begin, the advising team
holds a series of seminars to help establish a primary
reference group for each incoming student, to allow
time for explanation of the curriculum, and to
orient freshmen to the college.

The Academic Placement Tests (APT), a series of
tests in mathematics, writing, reading, and modern
foreign languages, may be used to assess the basic
skills level of incoming students. Using the results
of the APT and other information obtained in the
seminars, an advisor will meet with each freshman
for a personal conference to plan the academic
schedule for the coming semester. Students may be
required to take one or more developmental courses
(ED 101, ENG 100, ENG 101, MTH 101) if the

APT scores are below the required standards.

Students for whom English is a second language
will register for ENG 100. Other students will be
placed in ENG 101, ENG 111, or ENG 113 based
upon their high school records, their standardized
test scores, and the results of the APT. Students
who place into ENG 111 and have transfer or
advanced placement credit for English will
register for ENG 112. All students must register
for appropriate 100-level ENG courses until the
College Composition Connector component of
the General Education Curriculum has been
satisfactorily completed and may not withdraw
from these courses. Any student who does withdraw
from the appropriate 100-level ENG course before
the College Composition Connector has been
satisfactorily completed will have his/her schedule
cancelled.

In the advising process, each student is ultimately
responsible for choosing a course of study and
fulfilling its requirements as set forth by the
college. Other sub-sections on “General Academic
Information” and the section on “Majors” in

this catalog provide essential information about
educational requirements and options which
students should carefully read.

College Policy for Communicating with
Students

The official means of communicating with students
at Mars Hill College is through the college e-mail
address, college intranet (thewell.mhc.edu), dorm
phone number, and campus post office box.

1. The college must have a permanent “home”
address and phone number for each student,
and an emergency contact person and number

if different.

2. Commuters must provide a local residence
address and phone number if different from
permanent address.
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Verification of permanent home address and phone
number and if student is a commuter, the local
address and phone number, are to be made at the
beginning of the academic year when the student
receives a vehicle parking sticker. Changes to
permanent address and phone during the academic
year, and initial verification for those students

who do not register a vehicle, may be made in the
Registrar’s Ofhce.

The Academic Major/Minor

By the end of the freshman year, each student
should choose a major. Because the requirements
for a major vary according to each department,
the specific requirements are outlined in the
descriptions of the academic departments and
majors later in this catalog. Minors may also be
chosen. To receive a minor at Mars Hill College
a transfer student must complete a minimum of 6
hours in the minor at Mars Hill College.

Credit-hour guidelines for majors and minors
are as follows:

Minimum, all majors: 30 hours
Maximum, liberal arts majors: 48 hours
Maximum, all professional majors: 64 hours
Minimum, all minors: 18 hours
Maximum, all minors: 24 hours

Note:

“Hours” in the major/minor are defined as all credits
earned within the major or minor department, plus
credits from courses outside the department that
are required in the major or minor and cannot be
counted as part of General Education (excludes
Professional Education requirements).

Change of Faculty Advisor or Major

To ensure timely progress toward completing degree
requirements, students should declare a major or
area of interest during their second semester of
enrollment. Freshmen will be advised for second
semester classes by their LAA 111 instructor; then
will be assigned to a major advisor. All major
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and/or advisor change forms must be turned in to
the Registrar’s Office by the deadline listed in the

academic calendar.

Academic Calendar and Credit

The college operates on a school year divided into
three major segments: a fall semester which runs
from late August to mid-December; a spring
semester which runs from early January to mid-
May; and a summer session of two five-week terms
in June, July and August. All courses are based on
semester hours credit.

Acceptance of Credit

Mars Hill College will accept for credit those
courses completed at regionally accredited
undergraduate two- and four-year institutions

or from other institutions when appropriate
documentation is provided. Students transferring
68 or more credits from two-year institutions must
earn a minimum of 60 additional semester hours
at four-year institutions. The last 32 semester hours
and a minimum of 12 hours in the major must be
earned at Mars Hill.

Courses submitted for transfer credit are evaluated
by the Registrar’s Office in consultation with the
appropriate department chairpersons. Courses to
satisfy general education and major requirements
are evaluated individually. Students transferring
with the core general education requirements in a
college transfer program from a North Carolina
community college will receive credit for most
general education requirements. (See Admissions
section for more information on transfer credit).

Special Kinds of Academic Credit

Mars Hill College provides for College Level
Examination Program (CLEP) credit, Credit by
Examination, and Advanced Placement credit in
accordance with the following policies:

1. Three semester hours of CLEP credit will be
awarded for a score of at least 500 on each
of the general examinations. Students who



earn the score recommended by the Council
on College-Level Examinations on one of the
subject examinations will be awarded three
semester hours of credit.

. Credit for Reflective Life Experience may
be awarded to students on the basis of their
participation in learning experiences that were
outside of formal academic settings. Adults and
younger, resident college students may achieve
such credit if their experiences can be verified
in relation to stated requirements. Applications
for Reflective Life Experience credit are made
as part of the LAA 101 class for adults and as
part of half-day workshops scheduled in the
fall and spring terms for resident students. The
maximum credit for Reflective Life Experience
is 9 semester hours.

. Credit by Examination is awarded to students
who test out of certain courses or competencies.
This includes both CLEP and other tests
designed by the college. The maximum credit
awarded is 15 semester hours. The department
chairperson will make final determination of
the exact amount of credit. Application is made
through the appropriate academic department.

. The college participates in the Advanced
Placement Program of the College Entrance
Examination Board. Freshmen who have
demonstrated their achievement of specific
placement tests may submit their scores to the
Registrar’s Office. Those achieving a score of
three (3) or better will be granted course credit
and advanced placement in the area of their
proficiency.

. Mars Hill College accepts the International
Baccalaureate Degree for secondary certification
and awards advanced placement credit.

6. Three semester hours of Physical Education
Credits (PE 101- Foundation of Physical
Education-3 semester hours) will be given for
basic military training upon the submission of
the student’s DD 214.

Tuition is charged for academic credit obtained
by items 2 and 3 above. The current rate may
be ascertained in the Business Office or in the
Financial Information section of this catalog.

Academic Load and Overload Policy

A normal full-time academic course load is 12 to
20 semester hours. The maximum number of hours
a student may carry in a regular semester without
paying extra is 20 (exclusive of applied music and
varsity athletics courses); in a five-week summer
term, 9.

Any student who wishes to take more than 20
hours in a regular semester or 9 hours in a five-week
summer term must have a GPA of 3.0, based on

at least 12 credit hours in the previous semester,
regardless of classification.

An overload fee of $545 will be charged for each
semester hour over 20. (Exception: AMU Applied
Music courses and PE 115 Varsity Athletics are
excluded from overload fees.)

No student is permitted to take more than 23 hours
in a single semester under any circumstances.

Appeals of the GPA requirement must be approved
by the student’s advisor. Students having approval
to take work at another institution while enrolled at
Mars Hill College must keep their total course load
within these stated limits.

Registration and Schedule Changes

Registration. Courses are offered on a semester basis
with schedules published in IQ.Web in October
and March for the following semesters. Early
registration with advisors is held for continuing
students during the fall and spring semesters.
Continuing students not registered during early
registration, may register at the beginning of the
semester with new students. No student may attend
class unless cleared by the Business Office and
officially registered.
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Drop/Add. During the first 5 days (2 days in
summer terms) of class a student may make
schedule changes with advisor authorization.
Normally, no course may be added after these 5
days (2 in summer); however, exceptions may be
made with the approval of the instructor and the
registrar. Any instructor may refuse to accept a
student after the initial registration period if too
much subject matter has already been covered. If
a student fails to attend class during the first four
days of regular classes, a faculty member may
request that the student be dropped from the class
roll.

Withdrawal from a Course

Students are allowed to drop a course, with
advisor’s authorization, during the first 20 days of
classes (2 weeks for ACCESS short-term classes;
five days for summer session classes) with no grade
entry on the transcript. All courses for which the
student is registered at the end of this withdrawal
period are considered courses attempted. After the
20th day of class, students may withdraw from a
class with a grade of “W” up to the day following
fall or spring break (see academic calendar for
deadlines). Full-time students must retain full-
time (12 semester hours) status. Any student who
withdraws from a course after that deadline will
receive the grade of “F.”

After this designated drop period, a student who
completes the official withdrawal procedure for
Partial Withdrawal, may be permitted to drop a
course or courses due to exceptional circumstances
such as medical or other serious personal problem.
All such withdrawals must be approved by the
chief academic officer. The grade for approved
withdrawals will be “W.”

No student living in a college residence hall may
take fewer than 12 semester hours except with
special permission from the dean of students and
the registrar.
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Withdrawal from the College

To withdraw officially from the college, a student
must obtain the appropriate withdrawal form
from the Registrar’s Office and follow the specific
withdrawal procedures. Withdrawals after the
last day of the designated withdrawal period will
result in grades of “F” for all classes, unless the
withdrawal is approved for grades of “W” for

medical reasons or other extenuating circumstances.

Medical Withdrawals. Medical withdrawals are
reserved for the student with a serious, chronic
health problem that requires him/her to leave
school for treatment or that prevents the student
from performing necessary activities of daily
living. For a medical withdrawal to be approved,

a letter from a medical doctor must be received
within ten working days of the initiation of the
withdrawal. All medical withdrawals (including
mental health) will be reviewed for approval by the
Director of Medical Services and/or the Director
of Counseling. Partial medical withdrawals are
given for students who, for medical reasons, must
drop one or more classes after the withdrawal
period. These requests are reviewed as above and
are granted only in exceptional situation. No partial
medical withdrawals are granted for mental health
reasons. No medical withdrawals (including partial
withdrawals) will be granted during the last two
weeks of regular classes in the semester.

Students who receive a medial withdrawal from
Mars Hill College may be eligible for readmission
after a full semester or summer term away, and
with the recommendation from the attending
treatment provider. Medical documentation must
include the recommendation that the student’s
condition has improved to the point that he/she is
able to effectively resume enrollment at the college.
Medical clearance by the College Medical Director
or Director of Counseling is required before
readmission is approved.

Extenuating Circumstances. Withdrawals for
extenuating circumstances must be approved by

the chief academic officer (ACCESS students’
withdrawals must be approved by the Dean or



Associate Dean of ACCESS and the chief academic
officer).

Further information on the withdrawal process
is listed in the student handbook. Please refer to
the financial section of the catalog for financial
responsibilities when withdrawing,.

Administrative Withdrawals. A student may be
administratively withdrawn from all classes when
he/she fails to attend for two consectutive weeks.
Grades will be entered on the transcript according
to withdrawal guidelines.

Auditing a Course

Individuals not enrolled at Mars Hill College

who wish to audit a course must: 1) complete

an application for audit, 2) obtain approval

from the Registrar, 3) obtain approval from the
instructor when so advised, and 4) pay the audit
fee. Traditional students enrolled full-time may
audit one course per term without additional charge
providing approval is obtained from the academic
advisor and instructor concerned. Audited courses
are not reflected on the academic transcript.

Evaluation, Grading, and Transcripts

A student’s academic transcript is considered

the permanent academic record and consists

of directory information—name, address,
identification number, social security number,
graduation date, degree, major(s), minor(s); and the
complete academic record including transfer credits.

Records of progress are kept on veteran and
non-veteran students alike. Semester grade reports
are available on-line through 1Q.Web. Mid-semester,
unsatisfactory grades are available on-line through

[Q.Web.

The basic unit of credit is the semester hour.
Typically, a semester hour represents a minimum of
one lecture hour or two laboratory hours a week for
a semester. Internship credit is awarded on the basis
of 37.5 contact hours per credit hour.

Two grading systems are employed to indicate
levels of student performance in courses. One is the
traditional A-F system, as follows:

A - excellent; B - good; C - acceptable; D - poor
(although a passing grade, may not be used

to satisfy a general education, major or minor
requirement); and F - failure.

The second grading system is as follows: S -
satisfactory; U - unsatisfactory. (Further details
follow in this section.)

The meanings of other final grades are as follows:
CE - credit by examination; I - incomplete; W
- withdrawal.

Grade Point Calculation

The college seeks to encourage its students in the
quality — as well as the quantity — of their work
through a grade point system. The following grade
points will be assigned for each letter grade: A = 4;
A minus = 3.7; B plus = 3.3; B = 3; B minus = 2.7;
Cplus=2.3;C=2;Cminus=17D=1F=0.
For example, if a student receives a final grade of B
in a course that carries three semester hours credit,
he/she is awarded 9 quality points. The grade point
average is computed by dividing the total quality
points on hours earned by the number of hours
attempted, except for courses with grades of CE,
CR, W, S, and U; and those excluded under the
Repeat Course Policy.

To be eligible for graduation, students must (1)
complete a minimum of 128 hours (with the last 32
hours at Mars Hill), (2) complete all requirements
for a degree program, and (3) have a cumulative
GPA of 2.0. The cumulative GPA will be used for
financial aid standards of progress, for graduation
honors, and for computation of academic standing
for probation and suspension.

Any student who withdraws from a course after
the initial registration and adjustment period
and the specified period for withdrawing from
a course will receive the grade of “F” unless
approved for other grade by the chief academic
officer.

Catalog 2006-08




Incomplete Grades

A grade of “I” is a temporary grade and will
automatically be changed to an “F” by the Registrar
at the end of the drop period in the semester
following the semester in which the “Incomplete”
grade was given, unless the instructor replaces

it with a grade. The instructor may shorten or
lengthen the time permitted for making up an
Incomplete. The instructor may grant an extension
for an Incomplete for one semester by completing
an Extension Card in the registrar’s office.

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory Grading

Each student is permitted to identify four elective
courses (outside general education, major, or minor
requirements) during the junior and senior years, to
be taken on an S/U basis. These are limited to one
per semester. In addition, certain courses designated
by the departments are graded on an S/U basis
rather than on the traditional ABCDF scale. An S
indicates that the student has demonstrated a level
of mastery in course skills and knowledge that has
been established by the instructor as meeting the
criteria for competence (i.e. a level of A,B, or C). In
some cases the student must demonstrate a higher
level of proficiency in order to earn a grade of S.

A grade of U indicates that the student has failed

to meet the criteria for competency. No quality
points are awarded for grades of S/U, nor are the
hours included in the calculation of the grade point
average.

Academic Honors

Honors for graduation programs will be based

on Mars Hill College credits only, and will be
calculated on a student’s academic record at the end
of the semester prior to the graduation semester. To
be eligible for graduation with honors, a student
must have completed at least 60 semester hours
(with no repeat courses) at Mars Hill College by the
end of the semester prior to the graduation semester.
The student’s final transcript will indicate the actual
honors earned based on the final MHC grade point

average.
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The diploma of a student who has a cumulative
MHC grade point average of 3.50 is inscribed “cum
laude”; the diploma of a student who has a grade
point average of 3.70 is inscribed “magna cum
laude”; and the diploma of a student who has a
grade point average of 3.90 is inscribed “summa
cum laude.”

Regular students who earn a grade point average of
3.50 on a minimum of 12 semester hours and no
grade below C are included on the Dean’s list at the
end of the semester.

Membership in the campus chapter of Alpha

Chi National Honor Scholarship Society is based
primarily on grades. The chapter, designated as the
North Carolina Epsilon Chapter, is open to juniors
and seniors in the top five percent of their class who
have a grade point average of not less than 3.50.

ACCESS honor students are eligible for
membership in Mu Kappa Lambda , a chapter

of Alpha Sigma Lambda. Alpha Sigma Lambda
recognizes adult students in continuing higher
education who achieve academic excellence, while
managing responsibilities to family, work and the
community.

Repeat Course Policy

Courses in which a student has earned a grade of D,
F, U, or W may be repeated. The grade and hours
for each attempt will be recorded but the grade and
hours for the last attempt will be used to calculate
earned hours and the grade point average (gpa). A
student may not repeat a course for which he/she
has a grade of C- or better.

Academic Probation/Suspension

Mars Hill College students must demonstrate their
ability to perform satisfactorily both by grade point
average and by hours earned. To remain enrolled

in good academic standing, a student must have
maintained at the end of any semester the following
cumulative grade point average and earn the
minimum hours listed:



Qualitative Standards

Freshmen (fewer than 28 hours earned) 1.50
Sophomores (28-59 hours earned) 1.80
Juniors and above (60 or more hours earned) 2.00

Quantitative Standards

Semester Attempted Hours Min. Required

Earned Hours
12 hours or more (full-time) 12 hours
9-11 hours (3/4 time) 9 hours
6-8 hours (1/2 time) 6 hours

A student who does not meet the minimum
requirement will be placed on academic probation
for the following semester. A student who fails to
meet the requirements during the probationary
semester will be placed on academic suspension

for one regular semester. However, a student who
earns a 2.0 grade point average for the probationary
semester (full-time enrollment) will automatically
be granted one more semester to achieve the
required cumulative standard.

Students placed on academic suspension at the end
of the spring semester may use the summer session
to meet the minimum standards to be reinstated
for the fall semester; those placed on academic
probation may use the summer session to return to
good standing for the fall semester.

Any student may appeal to the Admissions,
Academic Standards and Financial Aid Committee.

Students who have been academically suspended
may apply for readmission through the Admissions
Office after one semester.

Readmission After Academic
Suspension

Students who leave Mars Hill College while on
academic probation or who have been suspended
for academic reasons, will only be accepted

for readmission if they have attended another
accredited institution and raised their cumulative
grade point average to that required for academic

good standing for their classification upon
readmission.

In exceptional cases, the Admissions, Academic
Standards and Financial Aid Committee may vote
to readmit a student who does not qualify under
the previous conditions, if, and only if, 1) it is
possible for the student to attain good standing
within one semester of readmission without taking
an overload and 2) the student’s previous academic
record at Mars Hill College gives strong indication
that the requisite grades to attain good standing
will be attained.

In no case will a student suspended for academic
reasons from Mars Hill College be readmitted to
the College more than three times.

Class Attendance

A student should recognize that one of the most
vital aspects of a residential college experience

is attendance and punctuality in the classroom
and that the value of this academic experience
cannot be fully measured by testing procedures
alone. The effect of absences upon grades is
determined by the instructor. Arranging to make
up work missed because of legitimate class absence
is the responsibility of the student, who takes

full responsibility for attending classes and is
accountable to his/her instructor for all work. The
consequence of failure to assume this responsibility
must be accepted by the student.

The number of absences permitted in each class is
determined by the academic department concerned
in accordance with the following principles:

1. That the number of absences permitted be set
realistically to provide students an opportunity
to participate in extracurricular activities;

2. 'That each instructor distribute a course syllabus
including the absence policy within the first
week of class.

3. That faculty maintain attendance rosters and
report excessive absences to the retention office.
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For relation to financial aid see “Refund Policy
for Federal Aid Recipients.”

Change of Grade

Once reported to the registrar, all grades become
part of the permanent record. A grade may not
be changed unless it is a clerical error or has

been miscalculated by the professor. Under no
circumstances will a letter grade (other than I) be
changed after it has been reported to the registrar,
without approval from the chief academic officer.
An appeal for a grade change or a challenge to
the academic record must be made before the end
of the semester following the term in which the
challenged grade was received.

Classification of Students

Requirements for classification of students are as
follows:

28 hours earned to be classified as a sophomore
60 hours: junior
90 hours: senior

Persons who meet entrance requirements and are
taking college courses for credit but with no intent
to earn a degree are designated as “Unclassified
Students.”

Graduation and Residence
Requirements

To participate in the Commencement ceremony,

a student must have completed all requirements

for a degree. Students completing requirements

in May will be allowed to participate in May
commencement. Those completing requirements in
August or December will be allowed to participate
in the December commencement.

The academic program which leads to a degree is
composed of related parts: general education, the
major, and electives. Courses taken as electives may
be in the student’s major, in related disciplines, or
in other areas of special interest. A maximum of
nine semester hours of credit for developmental
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courses (ED 101, ENG 100, ENG 101, MTH 101)
may be applied toward graduation as electives.

To receive a degree from Mars Hill College, a
student must complete the general education and
major requirements specified in the student’s catalog
of entry and earn a minimum of 128 semester
hours of credit. Sixty credit hours must be earned

at a senior level institution. The last 32 credit hours

and a minimum of 12 hours in the major must be
earned at Mars Hill.

The student must earn a cumulative grade point
average of 2.00 for all courses attempted excluding
those taken on an S/U basis and those for which
the repeat course policy was applied.

Generally a student’s catalog of entry is considered
his/her catalog for general education, major,

and minor requirements as long as he/she is
continuously enrolled full-time. However, when
significant general education, major, or minor
requirements change, the student may be required
(or may choose) to complete the requirements, with
appropriate substitutions, in a subsequent catalog.
Full-time or part-time students not completing

a degree within six years may be required to
complete current requirements. When Mars Hill
College students have earned 90 semester hours
of credit, they are classified as seniors and must
apply for graduation with the Registrar’s Office.
They will then receive an academic audit, which
will outline remaining course requirements for
degree completion. It is required that the student
then have a meeting with the Assistant Registrar
to determine graduation eligibility. After the
meeting it is the student’s responsibility to notify
the Assistant Registrar of any changes in his/her
academic plan.

Substitution of Requirements

Substitutions of required courses, other degree
requirements, and academic regulations may be
made only with adequate cause. Substitutions in
major requirements established by an academic
department must be approved by the department
chairperson. Substitutions in college-wide



regulations and requirements must be approved
by the chief academic officer. All requests must

be submitted in writing to the appropriate person
for approval and forwarded to the Registrar.
Course substitution requests related to disabilities
accommodation should be submitted in writing to
the Committee on Disabilities. Approved requests
become part of the student’s academic file in the
Registrar’s Ofhce.

Independent Study/Directed Readings

There are opportunities in most academic
departments for students to engage in independent
study, research, seminars, and directed readings.
Such opportunities are open to all students

in accordance with policies established by the
Curriculum Committee. Students who wish to
receive credit for work in independent study must
submit a proposal to the Curriculum Committee
by the date published in the academic year calendar.
The proposal must be signed by the faculty
member directing the study and by the department
chairperson. The Curriculum Committee will
promptly notify the student and supervising
faculty member if credit for the study is approved.
Independent study is defined as a program of study
designed by a student and faculty member to
achieve mutually agreed objectives. An independent
study program may not be substituted for a regular
course requirement. At times, a faculty member
may offer a regular course by working individually
with a student. In this case Curriculum Committee
approval is not required.

Directed reading programs of study are approved at
the department level and should not be referred to
the Curriculum Committee. Students wishing to
pursue directed reading programs should contact

a faculty member, department chairperson, or
program coordinator.

Independent study and directed reading projects are
designed to allow students to engage in research or
study not available in regularly scheduled courses
or to pursue in greater depth a subject of interest

to which the student was introduced during a
regular course. Students approved for independent

study and directed readings are deemed capable of
showing the creativity and independence that such
subjects are intended to encourage; however, all
independent study and directed reading projects
are supervised by faculty, always involve regular
periodic meetings between the student and the
faculty supervisor, result in a product of some kind,
and are graded by the faculty supervisor according
to evaluative criteria stated at the beginning of the
project.

The maximum credit which may be earned for
internships and practica, directed reading programs,
and independent study is 24 semester hours

with separate maximums as follows: internships
and practica, 21; directed reading programs, 6;
independent study, 6. Departments may set lower
maximums. Approved exceptions may be found in
the departmental sections of this catalog.

Summer School

The summer session constitutes an important
segment of the total college program. In the past,
three sessions have been scheduled each summer,
two 5-week terms and an overlapping 10-week term.
Classes are scheduled during the day and evening,
and admission requirements are generally the same
as those for the regular terms. The same academic
standards are maintained, and the credits earned
are of equal value. The regular faculty and staff of
the college serve during the summer, supplemented
by visiting instructors and specialists. All of the
facilities of the college are available during the
summer, including tennis courts.

A student who registers for 12 semester hours in
summer school is considered full time (half time
is 6 semester hours). A maximum of 18 semester
hours credit may be earned in summer school.

The list of courses to be offered during the summer
session is determined primarily by the needs and
requests of the students. It is published sufficiently
early in the spring semester to give students ample
time to plan for the summer. In addition to the
wide choice of regular courses the summer session
is enriched by numerous workshops, institutes, and
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special conferences held on campus. Summer is a
good time for freshmen to begin college. Classes
are small, and tuition is less than during the regular
school year.

The setting of the college in the mountains
contributes to the attractiveness of the summer
session. The moderate daytime temperatures and
cool nights, plus the scenic beauty, make summer
time study unusually pleasant. Opportunities to
visit nearby scenic attractions and to take advantage
of recreational and cultural events both on and off
campus enhance the summer as a time to combine
vacation and study.

Permission to Take a Course at Another
Institution

After enrolling at Mars Hill, any student wishing to
take a course from another institution and transfer
the credit to Mars Hill must secure permission
from the registrar prior to taking the course.

The student must submit the following to the office
of the registrar:

1. The name of the institution which will be
attended and the dates.

2.The courses, course numbers and descriptions of
the courses to be taken

3. If a course is to be used to satisfy a major
requirement, a statement of approval from the
major department chairman.

4. An explanation of the reason(s) for attending
the institution.

The registrar shall grant approval if; in her
judgment, the proposed action is justifiable, the
student has obtained the necessary approvals, and
the student is not a senior.

If the student is classified as a senior, the registrar
will make a decision in consultation with the

chief academic officer. The student must obtain
permission from the chief academic officer if in the
last 32 hours.
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Confidentiality of Student Records

Access to most student records is limited by federal
regulations, which are incorporated into the
college’s official statement on the confidentiality
of student records. This policy is included in the
Student Handbook and on the Mars Hill College
Web page.

College Honor Code and Policy on
Plagiarism

Honor Code
We, the students for Mars Hill College,
pledge ourselves to uphold integrity, honesty, and
academic responsibility in and out
of the classroom.

Honor Pledge
On my honor, I have neither given nor received
any academic aid or information
that would violate the Honor Code
of Mars Hill College.

Mars Hill students are expected to know how

to recognize and avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is
presenting other people’s work as your own. Using
another person’s idea, words, or work is theft, just
as surely as is the theft of a car, CD player, or other
tangible property. As members of the academic
community, students must be mindful of other
people’s property. Failure to respect such property
rights is considered a serious and punishable
violation of the Mars Hill College Honor Code.

Plagiarism is:

* Presenting someone else’s idea but not giving
credit for it (implying the idea is yours).

* Presenting someone else’s words without giving
credit.

* Submitting any work which was done by
someone else (including another student) and
claiming it is your own work. Examples: lab
reports and computer assighments.

A student who plagiarizes an assignment is
violating the Honor Code. Penalties for violations



are determined by the Honor Council or by the
instructor of the course in which the incident
occurred and range from a zero on the assignment
up to and including suspension from the college.

The Honor Council consists of ten members (six
students and four faculty representatives, with
the Director of Judicial and Leadership Programs
as a non-voting member) and is responsible for
enforcement of the Honor Code. Refer to the
Student Handbook for a full description of the
Honor Council and the procedure governing
hearings.

Types of Honor Code Violations

Cheating - plagiarism, cheat sheets, handing in

someone else’s work as one’s own—for example:

material from the Internet, helping someone in
class in a manner that is considered cheating,
giving or receiving any information that is

prohibited.

Lying - lyi