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Welcome to the 14th issue of the 
Teacher Education Newsletter.  The 
newsletter is published on our 
Website on a semester basis.  The 
purpose of the newsletter is to 

provide information and updates on an ongoing basis.  If you 
have stories/information that you would like to contribute, 
email Dr. Deb Morris (dmorris@mhc.edu). 
 

**************************************** 
Congratulations May 2009 Graduates! 

 

Loretta Akins, Special Education 
Lee Blalock, Physical Education 

Katie Brasche, Math, Secondary Ed 
Emily Breckheimer, ESL 

Jessica Britt, Physical Education 
Terri Covington, Elementary Ed 
Rachel Crissey, Elementary Ed 
Kyle Davis, Physical Education 
Brittany Enloe, Elementary Ed 

Sean Fitzgerald, Physical Education 
Cody Frady, Physical Education 

Samantha Fridd, Special Education 
Carol Gassaway, Elementary Education 
Lynn Gillespie, Elementary Education 
Karen Goins, Elementary Education 

Carrie Huskins, English, Secondary Ed 
Kristen Jordan, Elementary Ed 

Zelda Jordan, ESL 
Ashley Koontz, Special Education 
Shannon Lee, Physical Education 
Tammy Massey, Elementary Ed 

Malena Montgomery, Elementary Ed 
Bradley Nagel, Physical Education 

Sidney Pruitt, Elementary Ed 
Michelle Rewitzer, Math, Secondary Ed 

Rhonda Rogers, Elementary Ed 
Heather Shelton, Elementary Ed 

Jessica Stevens, Special Education 
Ryan Stevens, Physical Education 

Jacklyn Taylor, Elementary Ed 
Leslie Thompson, Elementary Ed 

Tara White, Elementary Ed 
Krystal Wise, Elementary Ed 

Heather Wright, English, Secondary Ed 
 

Fall 2009 Student Teachers  
(Transition II, Clinical Practice) 

Elementary Education:  Jennifer Bruce, Tamara 
Byrd, Karen Chapman, Deborah Freeman, Stacey 

Gash, Rebecca Gillespie, Rockelle Hancock, Danette 
Hickman, Vanissa Johnson, Geoffrey Kinsey, Kristy 
Lindsey, Andrea Patterson, Darlene Shepherd, 
Malinda Shepherd, Sandi Sherlin 
Secondary/Specialty Areas:  Alicia Blaha, Paige 
Brantley, Richard Byers, Natasha Cannon, Brett 
Carpenter, Brandon Griffin, Kevin Hertlein, Rebekah 
Huff, Jason Lange, Richard Miller, Matt Oleski, 
Amanda Parks, Stephen Simmons, Julian Todd, 
Gregory Yost 
 

Summer-Fall 2009 TEP Admissions 
(Transition I – Formal Admission) 

Summer – Eve Bridger (Art Ed), Heather Clubb               
(Middle Grades), Stephanie Crisp (Elem Ed), Rachel 
Dudley (Music Ed), Joseph Fitts (Science, Secondary 
Ed), Elisa Flynn (Middle Grades), Whitney Hughes 
(English, Secondary Ed), Evan Jones (Elem Ed), Amber 
Lawing (Middle Grades), Abby Martin (Elem Ed), 
Kathleen McCannon (Elem Ed), Cori McClure (Elem 
Ed), Russell Smith (PE),  Elizabeth Wood (Special Ed) 
August  2009 – Steve Bailey (History, Secondary Ed), 
Whitney Ball (Elem Ed), Heather Buckner (Elem Ed), 
Mary Kate Christian ( Music Ed), Jason DeVries (PE), 
Emory Hensley (Music Ed), Laura Hoyle (Spec Ed), Ava 
Lynn Lewis (Elem Ed), Stefanie Tomlin (Elem Ed), 
Shannon Wildes (Middle Grades), Jennifer Young 
(Elem Ed) 

 

 

Happenings within the Education 
Department – Students/Staff/Faculty 

 

STUDENT/ALUMNI NEWS 
 

Beginning Teacher of the Year - Yancey County 

April Woody was named 2008-2009 Beginning Teacher of 
the Year in Yancey County Schools.  April, a 2006 graduate 
of Mars Hill College who earned her degree through the 
Adult ACCESS Program, teaches language arts and science 
at East Yancey Middle School.   
 

Dr. Iva Nell Buckner presented the ñIvy Awardò named for 
and in her honor.  Keynote speaker for the evening was 
Cindi Rigsbee, a reading resource teacher at Gravelly Hill 
Middle School in Orange County.  Mrs. Rigsbee is the 2008-
2009 AT&T North Carolina Teacher of the year. 
 

Other teachers who were also nominated for 2008-2009 
Beginning Teacher of the Year in Yancey County included 
Audrey Tipton (2006 Mars Hill graduate) and Cindy Tipton 
(2007 Mars Hill graduate).  
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Mitchell County Teach of the Year 
The 2009 -2010 Mitchell County Teacher of the Year is Chris 
Hollifield, an 8th grade social studies teacher at Harris Middle 
School.   Chris received his bachelor of arts in history at 
Mars Hill College in 1988 and began his teaching career at 
Harris Middle 21 years ago.  
 

Yancey County Teacher of the Year 
Miranda McMahan Wheeler, daughter of MHC employee, 
Rachel McMahan, and a 2002 MHC graduate, has been 
named the 2009-2010 Yancey County Teacher of the Year.  
Mrs. Wheeler teaches at Cane River Middle School. 
 

Terminal Degree Conferred 
Congratulations to Carol Hensley Bennett on the successful 
completion of her doctorate program at Western Carolina 
University in educational leadership curriculum and 
instruction.  Dr. Bennett earned her bachelor of arts in 
elementary education at Mars Hill College in 1988. 
 

Sentiments of a Student Teacher 
Student teaching has become the most wonderful and 
exciting experience of my college life. It has really opened 
my eyes to the way schools and classrooms are run. If 
student teaching wasn't available, I believe that I would have 
a rude awakening in the real world. The faculty, staff, and 
my personal cooperating teacher, Mrs. Ball, at Burnsville 
Elementary School have been so supportive and have 
welcomed me in as their own. I appreciate them for that. I 
want to encourage others to keep pursuing their dream to be 
a teacher because it is so fulfilling to have your students 
come up to you every day with a smile on their face and 
picture that they made just for you.  - Jennifer Bruce 

 

Educational Alumni Leadership Awards 
Congratulations to Christiaan Ramsey and Shirley 
Rhodes Young on being selected as the 2009 
Educational Alumni Leadership Award recipients.  The 
awards banquet will be held in Redway Dining Hall on 
Saturday, November 7, 2009.  Since its establishment 
in 1998, the banquet has become an annual event to 
recognize Mars Hill College graduates who have 
become outstanding teachers and educational 
administrators in the field.  Mrs. Young will receive 
the outstanding teacher award; Mr. Ramsey will 
receive the educational administrator award. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Welcome Dr. Janet Fortune 
 

 We are pleased to have Dr. Janet Fortune join the Teacher 
Education Faculty as the Elementary Education 

Coordinator.  Dr. Fortune replaces Dr. Teresa Stern, who 
retired this summer.  Dr. Fortune received an Ed.D. at the 
University of North Carolina - Greensboro,  an M.Ed. at the 
University of Southern Alabama, and her B.A. at the 
University of North Carolina ï Chapel Hill. 
  

Before coming to Mars Hill, Dr. Fortune taught at 
Greensboro College, the University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke, and Berea College.   
  

Consulting in Public Schools 
Dr. Deb Morris and Dr. Chris Cain are involved in a three 
year process by which all teachers in Madison County 
Schools will receive reading and math foundations training in 
an effort to move towards current best practices in 
education. 
 

Mt. Heritage NC Scholars Luncheon 
Dr. Chris Cain was the guest speaker at the 2009 NC 
Scholars and Chamber Scholarships award luncheon on 
May 21, 2009, honoring the twenty-eight graduating senior 
award recipients.  The luncheon was hosted by the Yancey 
County/Burnsville Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Presentations 
In October 2009, Dr. Tom Destino began his year-long term 
as President of Carolina TESOL.  That same month, Dr. 
Destino also made two paper presentations:  Linking Family 
Background and Academic Achievement was presented at 
the annual conference of Carolina TESOL in Durham, North 
Carolina. Immigrants and the 21st Century Learner was 
presented at the Appalachian College Association annual 
summit in Abingdon, Virginia. 

 

C1 LiveText Implementation 
 

 To login to C1 LiveText, go to www.livetext.com.  Again, , 
students are requested to update their student ID and email 
account information in LiveText immediately if they havenôt 
already done so.  Student ID information should be listed 
without any preceding letter (i.e. 000012345).  Your listed 
email account should be your MHC email address, not your 
personal email address. Please note that if you log into 
www.college.livetext.com you will go to the older version of 
the software and will not see your dashboard. 
 

If you have questions about C1 LiveText and your account 
information, please contact Dr. Jim Brown at 
jbrown@mhc.edu or 828-689-1185. 
 

 

Global Awareness ð Education in Afghanistan 
 

On September 10, 2009, Chief Petty Officer Chip Wisard  
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 made a presentation to both sections of ED 205 Introduction 
to Education.  Dr. Morris invited him because he had just 
completed a tour of duty in Afghanistan, and completed 
humanitarian projects.  According to Mr. Wisard, the first 
request from villager elders is a school followed by a medical 

clinic.  Since the 
Taliban are no longer 
in control of the 
government, females 
are allowed to return to 
school.  The females 
attend school in the 
morning and have to 

wear uniforms, while the males attend in the afternoon and 
arenôt required to wear uniforms.  Seventy-five percent of the 
Afghans are illiterate so parents/caregivers believe in and 
support education. Students study such subjects as math, 
Islam, science, reading, and writing.  The average salary is 
$4.00 a day.   
 
Dr. Morris and several 
students tried on a burka, 
which is required of women 
to wear in Afghanistan. 

 

*********************************************************** 

Student North Carolina Association of Educators 
(SNCAE) News 

 

We are pleased to announce that we have a new chapter 
of SNCAE on campus.  Dr. Deb Morris is serving as the 
sponsor and the chapter has met twice.  The following were 
elected officers: 
  
Trini Fares (Elementary Education) - President 
Kourtni Roberts (Elementary Education) - Vice President  
Alice Halliday (Music/Spanish) - Secretary 
  

College Representatives 
Michele Luther (Elementary Education) - ACCESS 
Representative 
Amanda Hoffman, Whitney Ball, Stephanie Hargis 
(Elementary Education) 
Megan Weaver (English - Secondary) and Rachel Dudley 
(Music) 
Tabitha Kielhack and Traci Morgan (Middle Grades) 
Rebekah Owens (Special Education) 
  

We still need representatives for ESL, PE, Art, Social 
Studies, Science, and Math 
  

Minutes from our meeting on October 1, 2009: 
 Attendance 
Megan Weaver, Whitney Ball, Tabitha Kielhack, Trini Fares,  
Stephanie Hargis, Rebekah Owens, and Traci Morgan 

 Discussion 
 Today was our first meeting for the academic 

school year Dr. Morris welcomed students, talked 
about SNCAE and its benefits.  Students discussed 
activities that they would like to see happen in 
SNCAE such as: Praxis I and II workshops, have 
WRESA come and talk about education and how to 
work with students from socio economic 
backgrounds, education administrators come in and 
talk about what it is like working in a school system, 
how to manage a classroom etc. Principals from 
various schools could come in and do pre-teacher 
interviews (this will give students an opportunity to 
practice how to prepare for a job and what it is like 
to be interviewed for a teacher position).  

 Spring SNCAE Conference-  Great conference to 
learn more about SNCAE (more details will come 
later). 

 Talked about fundraising for Spring SNCAE 
Conference. This would also be a great way to get 
our organization out into the community.  

 Students met Dr. Fortune. She is a great asset to 
Mars Hill College!!!  

 We discussed meeting times. We will meet every 
other Thursday at 4pm. Next meeting is October 
15. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Deb Morris (Chair 
of SNCAE), Trini Fares (President) or any other member.  
We would love to have you join!!!! Dues are $27 an 
academic year; this includes SNCAE magazines, discounts 
to restaurants, movies, shops, etc. Million dollar coverage 
when teaching and much, much more!!!  

 
 

Scholarship Opportunities! 
 

Exciting news from the stateôs largest education association!  
NCAE will once again award scholarships from its Mary 
Morrow-Edna Richards Scholarship Fund to deserving 
students who plan to pursue teaching in the public schools 
of North Carolina.  The amount of each scholarship is 
$1,000.   
 

Scholarship Guidelines: 

 Applicants must be North Carolina residents and 
currently in their junior year. 

 Applicants must be willing to teach in the publics 
schools of North Carolina for at least two years 
following graduation. 

 All materials for the scholarship application must be 
postmarked no later than January 11, 2010.  
Incomplete applications will not be considered.   



 The scholarship will be paid directly to the 
institution in which the applicant is enrolled no later 
than July 1, 2010.  

 Preference may be given to children of NCAE 
members and to members of the Student NCAE as 
part of the selection process.  Other selection 
criteria are character, personality, scholastic 
achievement, evidence of promise as a teacher and 
financial need. 

 

Started by classroom teachers, the Mary Morrow-Edna 
Richards Scholarship Fund has helped hundreds of teachers 
for more than 50 years.  Their hope is to continue to assist 
the best and brightest to pursue teaching as a career. 
 
For an application, please contact Sharon in the Education 
Department at scupstid@mhc.edu or 828-689-1204, or drop 
by her office in Nash Education Hall, Suite 310A.   

*************************************************************** 

Updates from ACCESS  
 

First term ACCESS classes have ended and 2nd term 
classes will begin the week of October 12th.   
 

Spring 2010 ACCESS registration opens up November 3rd.  
First term spring 2010 will begin January 4th.   
 

Contact Ray Rapp at rrapp@mhc.edu or 828-689-1378 with 
questions regarding course offerings.    
 

*************************************************************** 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION, IMPORTANT 
UPDATES & REMINDERS 

 
ATTENTION PROSPECTIVE 

MAY 2010 GRADUATES 
A senior evaluation provides the prospective graduate the 
information necessary to make certain they are on track to 
graduate as planned.  If you are planning to graduate in May 
2010 and have not already requested your senior evaluation, 
please  email  Nancy Fosson, Assistant Registrar, at 
nfoson@mhc.edu to request your senior evaluation. 
 

 

TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM (TEP) 
TRANSITION INFORMATION 

 

Transition I:  TEP Admission 
Requirements for formal admission include: 
V Successful completion of ED 205 (Intro to 

Education) and CS 200 (Computer Applications in 
Education) 

V Passing scores on Praxis I (Pre-Professional Skills 
Test ï Reading, Writing, and Math) ï written 

(PPST) or computer-based (C-PPST) version.  
These tests should be taken prior to the end of the  
sophomore year.  (See information under Praxis 
Testing for specifics.) 

V Cumulative minimum GPA of 2.5. 
V Submission of a completed application for 

admission into TEP, filed in the Education 
Department. 

V Conference and recommendation from the major 
advisor and department. 

V A formal TEP admission interview. 
V Portfolio requirement ï TEP Admission Portfolio 

(Live Text). 
V Approval of the Teacher Education Council. 

 
Transition II:  Clinical Practice (Student Teaching) 
All candidates must have been admitted to the TEP at least 
one full semester prior to student teaching and must meet 
the following requirements: 
V Completion of 90 semester hours.  
V Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5. 
V Submission of a student teaching application. 
V Recommendation from the program coordinator. 
V Completion of formal interview for acceptance into 

clinical practice ï New*** 
V Portfolio requirement ï continuation of the working 

electronic portfolio (Live Text). 
V Approval of the Teacher Education Council. 

 

Please review the Teacher Education Handbook available 
online for information all four TEP Transition Phases and 
other pertinent information. 

 
********************************************************* 

PRAXIS I INFORMATION 
 

To register for the paper-based version, visit 
www.ets.org/praxis.  This website will also share testing 
sites and dates tests are available.  If you have problems 
registering or questions not answered by visiting the 
website, please contact ETS at 1-800-772-9476.  
Registration for Praxis I (paper version) and all Praxis II 
testing must be done through ETS.   
 

Registration for the computer-based version of Praxis I 
(C-PPST) is available through the Thompson Prometric 
Testing Center in Asheville for test administration Monday-
Saturday (1-828-253-4224). 
 

Praxis I minimum score requirements: 
PPST or C-PPST Reading ï 176 
PPST or C-PPST Writing ï 173 
PPST or C-PPST Math ï 173 
Should you fail any one part of Praxis I testing, but have a 
combined score of 522 or higher for all three tests, you will 
have satisfied the Praxis I requirement. 
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Registration bulletins/forms are available online at 
www.ets.org/praxis.   
 

To exempt the Praxis I, you must have: 

 SAT ï composite score of 1100 or higher to exempt all 
Praxis I requirements.  (The composite score does not 
include the SAT-W score.) 
o SAT-V score of 550 or higher to exempt Praxis I 

reading/writing requirements 
o SAT-M score of 550 or higher to exempt Praxis I 

math requirement 
-or- 

 ACT ï composite score of 24 or higher to exempt all 
Praxis I requirements 
o ACT-V score of 24 or higher to exempt Praxis I 

reading/writing requirements 
o ACT-M score of 24 or higher to exempt Praxis I 

math requirement 
 

Praxis I practice testing is available on line through the 
Renfro Library website.  Follow the directions below to 
access the website.  Go to  
http://library.mhc.edu, then choose the following links in the 
order they are listed: 
 Electronic Resources 
 Title List 
 Learning Express Library 
 Teaching 
 

There is no charge to use this, but you must register with the 
site to take practice tests.  Please call the Renfro Library at 
689-1468 to get current password information. 
 

PRAXIS II INFORMATION 
Praxis II testing is required for elementary education and 
Special Education licensure prior to submitting an 
application for initial licensure.  It is not required for initial 
licensure in other areas as long as the student has 24 credit 
hours in the major (i.e., middle grades, specialty and 
secondary subject areas).  However, students are strongly 
encouraged to take Praxis II testing prior to applying for their 
initial licensure.  Typically, students take Praxis II testing 
early in the semester in which they are completing Transition 
II (student teaching) of the Teacher Education Program. 
 
TESTING CODES: 
Elementary Education:  Test 0011 and Test 0012 
Special Education:  Test 0511(strongly recommended 
students take prior to formal admission into the Teacher 
Education Program) and Test 0542 
Middle Grades:  Language Arts ï Test 0049; Mathematics ï 
Test 0069; Science ï Test 0439; Social Studies ï Test 0089 
Secondary Education:  English ï Test 0041 and Test 0043; 
Mathematics ï Test 0061 and Test 0065; Science 
(comprehensive) ï Test 0436 and Test 0483 or Test 0234; 
Social Studies ï Test 0081 and Test 0084. 

Special Subject Areas:  Art ï Test 0131 and Test 0133; 
English as a Second Language (ESL) ï Test 0360; Music ï 
Test 0111 and Test 0113; Physical Education ï Test 0091; 
Spanish ï Test 0191 and Test 0192 
 

Praxis II testing is only offered in the paper-version, on 
specific dates and at specially designated testing sites.  
Below is information taken from the ETS website.   
 

Praxis II® Test Dates and Deadlines 

 Registrations must be received by ETS by the deadlines 
 listed above.  

 Late Registration fee: $45.  
 Emergency Registration deadline fee: $75.  
 Emergency Registration is only available with online 

 registration.  
 Outside U.S. deadlines also apply to test takers in U.S. 

 Territories (except U.S. Virgin Islands).  

 Scores are available via phone, paper reports, and online.  
 Test takers who registered online must access their s

 scores online. Login to your Praxis Profile to view your 
 score report.  

 Allow 7ï10 days for paper score reports to arrive after  they 
 are mailed.  

 Test takers can get test scores early by utilizing 
 the Scores by Phone service for an additional $30 fee.  

 

Test 
Date 1 

Registration Deadlines 2 

Regular  Late  Emergency  Monday 

Testing   

1/9/10*  12/10/09  12/17/09  1/1/10  11/26/09  

3/13/10  2/11/10  2/18/10  3/5/10  1/28/10  

4/24/10*  3/25/10  4/1/10  4/16/10  3/11/10  

6/12/10*  5/13/10  5/20/10  6/4/10  4/29/10  

7/24/10  6/24/10  7/1/10  7/16/10  6/10/10  

 

To obtain more information or to register for testing, please 
visit the website at www.ets.org/Praxis.  Please remember to 
list MHC to receive an official copy of your Praxis II test 
scores. 
 

***************************************************** 

Planning to Student Teach during the  
FALL 2010 semester? 

 

Fall 2010 Student Teaching Placement 
Applications due January 25, 2010 

NOTE ð Students must be formally admitted into the 
TEP one full semester prior to student teaching.  
Students who are not formally admitted into the teacher 
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education program by January 2010 are not eligible to 
student teaching in the fall 2010 semester. 

 

**************************************************** 

MHC Email Accounts 
In an effort to utilize IQ Web effectively, all information sent 
to students via email will only be sent using student MHC 
email addresses.  Therefore, it is imperative that any 
students who do not access their MHC email routinely begin 
doing so immediately.  This policy applies to both traditional 
and ACCESS students. 
 

********************************************************* 

Education Website 
Please check the education website on a regular basis.  This 
is an effective and quick way to communicate with you.   
 

If you have questions about the Teacher Education 
Program, please post your question on our Frequently 
Asked Questions forum and someone   will   respond to your  
question.   A link to our FAQ forum can be found on the 
education website or by going to 
http://www.mhc.edu/education/faq.asp.  
 

************************************************************** 

Teacher Education Handbook 
Available Online 

To access the website:  www.mhc.edu;  click on the 
Academics tab at the top; scroll down to and click on 
Education; on the Education page click on the Download 
Teacher Education Handbook link to the right of the page. 
 

 

Mary Kate Christian, 
FEATURED EDUCATION MAJOR 

 

 
Mary Kate is a  

traditional student  seeking 
licensure in Music Education. 

 
 
 

Q: Tell me about yourself? 
A: I am a senior music education major with a choral 

emphasis.  Last year, I had the opportunity to be 
choir president, during which time I assisted in 
leading rehearsals and organizing concerts and 
tours. 

 

Q: Why did you select MHC? 
A: I came to MHC because I loved the intimate setting 

of the campus and classroom. From the moment I 
set foot on the campus, I knew the professors 
would invest time and interest in my education in 
order for me to succeed.  

 

Q: Why Music Education? 
A: I chose music education because of the music 

educators in my life.  If you ask any professional 
musician, they have probably had experiences that 
have given them reasons to continue in our field.  I 
have also had experiences like these and they 
occurred in the classrooms of my favorite music 
educators.  I want to education so that my students 
may, too, experience such a love and passion for 
music. 

 

Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 
A: In five years, I would like to have my masterôs 

degree and be teaching chorus.  Iôd like to get into 
the classroom at a young ago so that I can relate to 
my students and they can relate to me. 

 

Q:   What grade do you hope to teach? 
A: I hope to teach high school chorus.  By this point in 

a studentôs career, they have probably chosen to 
be in chorus for reasons other than scheduling.  
Chances are, they have a desire to expand their 
knowledge of music and I want to cultivate that 
desire. 

 

Q: What are the biggest challenges facing teachers 
today? 

A: Specifically in the arts, the challenges facing us are 
hard to miss.  Budget cuts are occurring left and 
right, and the arts are some of the first to be hit.  
We have to learn to be advocates for our cause.  
We must take action and prove to the school 
boards that the students need the arts in their arts 
in their daily education. 

 

Q: What advice would you give to other 
education majors such as yourself? 

A:  Hang in there!  Anyone would be lying if they said 
music education is an easy major.  It is not a 
degree program you can just cruise through and 
expect to succeed.  Fortunately, I can attest to the 
fact that your hard work will pay off.  In my senior 
year, I am finally seeing all the skills Iôve learned 
come to fruition. 

 

Classroom            Humor 
 
                            

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Editors:  Deb Morris and Sharon Cupstid 
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